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SOLEMN     APPEAL,     kc. 


IX  has  long  been  a  prevailing  opinion,    thatj 
as    Apathy    pervades    every  order   of  the 
People,  the  Conftitution  is  no  longer  worth  con- 
tending for*     Many  real  Patriots  remain  inac- 
tive from  this  idea,  defpairing  to  reclaim  men 
matured  in  the  habit  of  corruption,  and  who 
have  degenerated,  as  they  aflert,  into  tame  and 
abjedt  Haves.     But  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who 
think  the  Virtue  of  the  People  fo  extinguilhed 
by  corruption,  or  their  fpirit  fo  broken  by  ca- 
lamity, as  to  juflify  defpair ;  I  attribute  all  our 
misfortunes— I  attribute  that  fyftem  which  has 
threatened  the  annihilation  of  Liberty,  to  a  de- 
generated and  corrupt  Conftitution — to  a  venal 
Parliament,  and  not  to  a  nation  of  contented 
vaflals.    I  admire  the  unequivocal  proofs,  which 
a  brave  people  have  exhibited  to  a  gracious  So- 
vereign, of  their  unlhaken  loyalty.     Their  con- 
duct is  an  irrefragable  evidence,  iffiich  .evidence 
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had  been  wanting,  that  the  prefent  complaints 
of  the  People  are  not  the  cry  of  a  Fadlion,  nor 
their  grievances  ideal ;  but  that  they  are  fuch 
as  the  difpaffionatc  rnuft  feel,  and  the  patriotic 
remedy.  A  wife  Prince  will  attend  to  the  voice 
of  his  People,  and  will  not  only  confent  to,  but 
v.'ill  fupport  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  which 
never  can  diminifh  his  conflitutional  authority^ 
but  which  mull  contribute  to  the  real  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  profperity  of  the  people^ 
Many  perfbns  made  the  war  a  pretence 
for  objediing  to  this  Reformation ;  but  that  pre- 
tence fcfinfts  no  longer,  and  fo  favourable  an  op- 
portunity may  never  again  occur  of  effedting  it. 
We  are  now  in  fo  di'ftempered  a  flate,  that  no- 
thing but  an  immediate  and  radical  remedy  can 
preferve  our  political  cxiflcncc. — Nothing  but 
the  inftantaneous  amputation  of  a  lurking,  a 
long  neglected  gangrene,  which  mounts  infcnfi- 
bly  to  the  feat  of  life,  can  fnatch  us  from  im- 
pending diflblution.  A  momcnt^s  delay  muft 
be  fatal.  The  time  calls  loudly  for  calm  and 
decifivc  deliberation.  A  difiuembered  and  de- 
.  ciining  Empire,  like  a  man  of  broken  fortune, 
cannot  afford  the  moft  trifling  mifmanagemenr. 
This  once  flourifliing  State  fhould  now  guard 
againft,  and  remedy  thofe  dcfeds  vvhich  plunged 
It  into  ruin  :  it  fhould  corredl  the  enors  that 
have  crept  into  our  Polity';  improve  the  parts 
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which  experience  has  evinced  to  be  imperfed, 
and  reftore  the  fpirit  of  our  ancient  Conftitu- 
tion. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  the  enemies  of  the 
Parliamentary  Reform  will  make  the  humiliat- 
ing dilemma  to  which  his  Majefty  has  t«»lately  ^^^-^^ 
reduced,  a  pretence  for  their  oppofition  •  I  can 
even  conceive,  that  many  men  of  public  fpirit 
and  integrity  may  continue  inadtive  upon  this 
occalion,  from  a  mifapprehenfion  of  thi  fadt, 
and  from  a  miftaken  idea  of  moderation.  But 
I  truft  I  fhall  convince  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  who  is  open  to  convidtion,  that  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform  is  the  only  meafure  that  can 
fnatch  the  Crown  from  degradation,  and  the 
People  from  vaflalage. 

The  Father  of  Corruption,  who,  unfortu- 
nately for  the  Empire,  prefided  for  many  years  at 
the  helm,  had  the  effrontery  to  declare,  that 
"  this  country  was  governed  by  three  Parties, 
"  and  that  a  permanent  Adminiftration  could 
"  not  be  formed  without  a  coalition  of  two  of 
*'  them."  I  again  repeat,  that  fuch  a  declara- 
tion^ by  a  man  who  avows  a  determined  refolu- 
tionto  oppofe  the  rights  and^vilhes  of  the  People, 
was  effrontery  in  an  unpardlelled  degree.  Truth 
often  comes  to  light  by  an  impotent  attempt  to 
jultify  delinquency ;  and  perhaps  this  obierva- 
pipn  was  never  more  happily  exernplified,  than 
B  2  in 
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in  Lord  N — -^'s  vindication  of  the  Coalition, 
I  am  forry  to  add,  that  he  is  but  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  our  political  fituation,  and  that 
he  may  be  fafely  credited,  when,  taken  by  fur- 
prize,  he  gives  his  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
Conflitution. 

Will  the  nation  any  longer  tamely  liften 
to,  or  be  braved  by  an  impudent  avowal,  that 
this  country  muft  be  governed  bv  *'  three  Par- 
ties?" Will  it  not  rather  incignantM- r^-alTert 
the  ancient  Conflitution,  annihilme  corruption 
and  party-faftions,  and  neither  leave  the  Crown 
nor  the  People  dependent  upon  the  cafual  ho- 
neily  or  caprices  of  any  three  Party-leaders  in 
exiftence  ?  We  have  all  feen  the  eifecfts  of  an 
abandoned  Coalition  between  two  of  thofe  Par- 
ties. At  the  moft  aweful  crifis  of  the  Empire, 
the  buiinefs  of  the  nation  has  been  fufpended, 
and  the  Sovereign  not  only  dictated  to,  but  in- 
fulted.  I  deny  that  the  late  Vote  of  the  Com- 
mons has  beeii  the  voice  of  the  People.  No ; 
it  has  been  the  language  of  felf-interefted  Parties ; 
and  Lord  N — ^ — *s  declaration  is  my  autho- 
rity for  faying  fo.  What  then  muft  be  the  con- 
fequence,  if  the  three  Parties  fhould  coalefc^f? 
And,  after  the  late  Coalition,  will  any  man  pre- 
tend to  aflert,  that  fuch  an  event  can  never  hap- 
pen ?  Muft  not  the  conftitutional  powers  of  the 
Crown  and  of  the  People,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  be 
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fwallowed  up  in  an  unprincipled  oligarchy  ? 
Imperial  Rome,  once  the  Mifirefs  of  the  World, 
owed  her  decleniion  to  a  Triumvirate  !  Let  us 
derive  wifdom  from  her  example,  and  fccure 
our  Liberties,  before  the  prefent  contending 
Parties  fhall  confederate,  and,  confiding  in  their 
united  ftrength,  laugh  at  every  oppofition  fhort 
of  that  horrible  extremity — an  Appeal  to  Arms. 

It  would  be  the  height  of  infanity^  to  truft 
any  longer  to  the  profeffions  of  men,  who  only 
mean  to  mount  into  Power  upon  the  ihoulders 
of  the  People.  When  pretended  friends  league 
with  open  enemies,  it  is  time  to  fufped:  treach- 
ery. We  have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  virtue 
of  fome  candidates  for  Popularity.  But  let  not 
difunion  between  our  quondam  Leaders  deprefs 
our  ardour  :  it  fhould  rather  animate  us  in  the 
purfuit  of  our  Rights,  and  point  out  the  necef- 
fity  of  unanimity,  firmnefs,  and  perfeverance 
in  the  People  :  it  fliould  rather  urge  us  on  to 
redoubled  exertions,  and  impel  us  to  accom* 
plifh  the  falvation  of  our  country,  which,  at 
this  important  moment,  depends  upon  our 
virtue. 

\  All  virtuous  men  iliould  aflbciate,  to  re- 
ftore  the  ancient  Conftitution,  the  power  of  re- 
forming which  is  indifputably  their  right,  by 
whom,  and  for  whom,  it  was  firft  eltabllfhed. 
A  vindication  of  it  can  never  be  confidered  as 

fedition ; 


(     6     ) 

fedition;  nor  will  the  Legiflature  ever  juflify  dif- 
content,  by  denying  redrefs  to  the  real  griev- 
ances of  an  amenable  and  loyal  People.  Let 
us  aflert  our  rights  with  dignified  moderation 
and  manly  firmncfs.  The  Irifh  Parliament  de- 
rived the  little  Virtue  they  pretended  to,  from 
the  animated  example  of  the  People,  who  not 
only  fupportcd,  but  urged  them  on  to  the  pur^- 
fuitof  Independence  and  real  Dignity.  Let  us 
in  like  manner  compel  our  Parliament  to  act 
like  Patriots :  let  us  force  them  to  become  re- 
fpedtable  :  let  us  bar  the  doors  of  our  Upper 
Houfe  againil  the  minions  of  corruption  ;  and 
let  us  preclude  the  poffibility  of  corrupting  our 
Reprefei'itatives  in  the  Commons.  A  Peerage 
Bill,  Ihort  Parliaments,  and  equal  Reprefenta- 
lion,  are  the  only  means  of  effediing  fo  de- 
lirable  a  purpofe,  and  cutting  up  venality  by 
the  roots.  The  one  will  be  inadequate  without 
the  other ;  and  he  who  refufes  to  fupport  the 
three,  is  not  fincere  in  his  profeflions  to  ferve 
the  Public.  Indeed  all  men  fhould  reprobate 
his  conduct  who  oppofes  a  Reform,  the  obvious 
tendency  of  which  is  to  render  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  independent  and  refpeClabte. 

The  Commoner  who  oppofes  a  Peerage 
Bill,  does  not  mean  fairly  by  the  People.  If  his 
ambition  be  laudable  and  popular,  if  he  afpires 
to  the  rank  of  Nobility,  let  him   attain  it  by 
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honourable  purfiilts.  Public  fervices  mufl  al- 
ways command  that  diftinguilhed  honour ;  but 
it  muft  ceafe  to  be  an  honour,  or  defirable,  if 
proftituted  as  it  has  been. 

The  mode  of  rewarding  thofe  men  with  a 

Peerage,who  have  effrontery  enough  to  call  them- 

felves  the  "  King's  Friends,"  and  addrefs  enough 

to  make  him  think  them  fo,  though  they  are  in 

truth  only  attached  to  his  power,  and  are  the 

worft  enemies  to  him  andto  the  Conftitution,  is 

"  fuch  an  abufe  of  the  Prerogative,  that  I  wilh  to 

fee  it  arretted  in  its  courfe,  before  it  runs  on  to 

its  own  annihilation  ;   and  before  the  power  of 

the  King  and  of  the  People  fnall  be  fwallowed 

up  in  the  too  widely-extended  gulph  of  Arif- 

tocracy. 

Nothing  but   fpirited  and  decided  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  People  can  effect  this  defira- 
ble Reform,  in  oppofition  to  the  avowed  diAip- 
. probation  of  veteran  mercenaries,  and  the  fecret 
willies  of  infidious  friends.     But  while  I  recom- 
mend fuch  exertions,  I  would  not  be  underftood 
to  advife  adtual  violence ;  for  force  can  never 
be  juftiiied  but  by  unavoidable  neceffity.     That 
ffiould  be  the  dernier  refource,  and  never  adopt- 
ed but  in  cafes  of  extremity.     Unanimity,  and 
a  dignified  pcrfeverance,  conducted  with  manly 
'firmncfs,  and  qualified  by  moderation,  will  ac- 
coraplilh  the   wifh    of  every    patriot    bofom. 
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Humble  and  refpedtful,  but  determined  ad- 
drefles  to  the  Throne,  and  to  the  Parliament, 
entreating,  or,  if  entreaties  ihould  prove  inef- 
fedtual,  iniifting  upon  a  reftoration  of  our  Rights^ 
mufl:  unqueftionably  be  complied  with  ;  for 
neither  the  King,  nor  the  Parliament,  will  rifque 
a  diminution  of  their  conftitutional  privileges  by 
an  obflinate  exerclfe  of  an  unconftitutional  and 
ufurped  authority. 

Let  us  then  commence  this  bufinefs  with 
the  fpirit  becoming  Freemen.  We  are  de- 
ficient in  courage,  not  in  llrength,  to  deflroy 
the  Hydra  of  Corruption.  The  danger  is  ideal, 
and  the  labour,  when  divided,  will  be  far  from 
Herculean.  Let  us  not  languifh  in  a  ilavilh  in- 
activity. Corruption  is  to  the  Body  Politic,  as 
the  dropfy  to  an  individual  t  If  a  man  be  tapt 
for  it  before  the  ftamina  arc  diffolved,  he  may, 
by  care  and  a  proper  regimen,  not  only  recover 
his  health,  but  even  a  vigor  of  Conftitution ; 
but  if  he  timidly  declines  the  operation,  the 
difeafe  gains  ground,  the  water  rifes  infenfibly, 
fuffbcation  enfues,  and  he  falls  the  paltry  vidim 
of  his  cowardice.  Let  us  not,  like  him,  timid- 
ly wait  the  advances  of  dillblution,  nor  poorly 
Ihrink  from  the  only  cure  that  can  preferve  us. 

Let  us  befeech,  let  us  infift  upon^  a  re- 
ftoration of  the  ancient  Conftitution,  upon  which 
Septennial   Parliaments,   the   jJrefcnt    unequal 
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date  of  Reprefentation,  and  an  unlimited  exer- 
cife  of  the  prerogative  in  the  creation  of  new 
Peerages  are  intolerable  ufurpations.  Even  af- 
ter this  Reform,  the  Crown  will  be  poffefTed  of 
more  power  than  is  ftrid:ly  conflitutional ;  and, 
notwithftanding  the  glorious  efforts  of  our  an- 
ccftorj,  will  have  acquired  more  in  influence 
than  iHvill  lofe  in  prerogative.  Still  the  foun- 
tain of  honors  and  employments,  and  Hill  fup- 
ported  by  a  {landing  army,  the  riot  aft,  and  the 
tie  of  attachment  which  arifes  from  the  public 
funds,  it  v/ill  poffefs  more  power  than  is  com- 
patible with  a  limited  Monarchy  ;  and  may 
therefore,  without  reluftance,  refign  the  exer- 
clfe  of  any  ufurped  powers,  which  even  the 
ufaG:e  of  acres  cannot  fanftifv. 

I  am  the  laft  man  in  exiftence  who  would 
recommend  an  appeal  to  arms,  or  any  intempe- 
rate affertion  of  our  rights.  Violence  is  un- 
neceflary.  Nothing  is  wanting  but  unanimity 
and  perfeverance.  The  fate  of  England  de- 
pends upon  the  public  fplrit  of  the  People, 
who,  by  affociating  in  defence  of  their  Confli- 
tutional Rights,  by  ellabiiiliing  Committees  of 
Correfpondencc,  by  appointing  Delegates  to 
confer  in  a  National  Congrefs,  and  by  peaceable 
exertions,  may  accompliih  the  Reformation  fo 
*'  devoutly  to  be  wifiied."  There  is  not  the 
juofl  dillant  danger  of  convullion,  for  there  is  a 
C  dignified 
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dignified  energy  in  the  calm  but  determined  re- 
quifitions  of  the  aggregate  body  of  the  People, 
which  awes  M?jefty  itfelf,  and  appals  thofe  par- 
ricides, who,  confidering  St.  Stephen's  Chapel 
as  an  afyliim,  have  fled  to  the  altar  of  Proflitu- 
tion  for  protedtion. 

Nothing  but  the  perfevering  firmnefs  of 
the  People,  methodized  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  real  Patriots,  by  men  of  integrity  im>\ 
abilities,  by  men  who  defervedly  pofilis  the 
public  confidence,  by  mcn^  who,  fuperior  to 
the  dirty  arts  of  ppiitics,  neither  make  a  ftalk- 
ing  horfe  of  Popularity,  nor  fly  into  faftious 
oppofition  for  the  purpofes  of  low  ambition  and 
rapacity  :  nothing,  I  fay.  but  fpirited  exertions, 
condudled  by  fmcere,  unanimous,  and  virtuous 
Leaders,  can  ref^ore  the  Conftitution.  We  have 
nothing  to  hope  for  from  men  who  lcag\ie 
with,  whofe  chofen  friends  are  the  avowed  op- 
ponents of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  whofe  de- 
clarations upon  this  fubjedt  have  been  guarded 
and  equivocal,  and  whofe  conduct  encounters 
a  leading  principle  of  the  Reform — the  right 
of  Conflituents  to  inflrudt  their  Reprefentar 
tives. 

Though  we  are  now  blefl  with  a  gracious 
Sovereign,  who,  in  compaffion  to  the  diflrclTes 
of  an  almoft  bankrupt  nation,  has  condefcended 
to  retrench  his  expences,  and  fet  bounds  to  his 
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influence,  he  is  not  immortal.  Let  us  therefore 
attempt  a  Reform  before  it  fhall  be  too  late— ^ 
before  fueh  a  Prince  as  the  King  of  Sweden 
fhall  mount  the  Throne — before  we  fhall  be 
habituated  to  flavery,  and  before  the  Royal 
influence  can  be  effedtually  applied  to  the 
annihilation  of  Civil  Lberty.  Let  us  not  de- 
generate into  tame  and  abjedt  flaves.  Let  us 
not  betray  a  debafmg  apathy  for  our  once  glo- 
rious Conftitution.  Sleep  is  the  harbinger  of 
flavery  :  but  I  will  roufe  you,  my  Country- 
men, from  your  lethargy,  and  awake  you  into 
aftion,  till  you  fhall  afTociate  in  defence  of  your 
native  legal  rights,  and  re-eflablifh  the  Con- 
flitution. 

We  are  no  longer  to  look  up  to  an  hardy 
Baronry  for  redrefs.  The  people  mufl  do  juf- 
tice  to  themfelves.  There  is  a  recent  and  an  ani- 
mating inftance  in  a  Sifter  Kingdom,  where  the 
People,  by  unfhaken  perfeverance,  and  unex- 
ampled moderation,  have  reformed  the  Confti- 
tution,  though  unfupported  by  a  Parliament  as 
venal  and  corrupt  as  ever  difgraced  that  or  any 
other  country. 

Suppofing  every  County  in  England  to  be  re- 
prefcntedby  men  of  the  moil  independent  princi- 
ples, what  comparifon  would  they  bear,  what 
oppofition  could  they  make  to  the  Swifs  mer- 
cenaries, who  buy  feats  for  Boroughs  they 
C  2.  •    never 
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never  faw,  and  come  into  Parliament  with 
views  of  predetermined  venality  ?  To  men 
who,  too  impatient  for  the  decent  forms  of  a 
feeming  fedudtion,  and  apprehenfive  of  negled:, 
make  the  firft  advances  to  a  Minifter,  and  fo- 
licit  proftitution.  While  fuch  notorious  abufes 
prevail,  any  partial  Reform  will  bui  procrafti- 
natc  our  political  difTolution.  Temporary  and 
partial  Reforms  will  never  anfwer.  Neither 
laws  againfl  bribery  and  corruption,  nor  to  re- 
gulate eled:ions,  and  reduce  the  influence  of  a 
Minifter  upon  fuch  occaiions,  will  be  effed:ual. 
1  again  affirm,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  ampu- 
tation of  all  its  gangrened  Members  can  pre- 
fervetheConftitution.  But  even  the  disfranchife- 
ment  of  venal  Boroughs,  and  an  equal  Reprefen- 
tation  of  the  People,  will  not  reftore  its  original 
purity  and  vigour,  unlefs  the  duration  of  the 
truft  fhall  be  limited  to  a  year,  and  unlefs  a 
fubftantial  Reform  Ihall  be  adopted  in  the  Up- 
per Houfe  of  Parliament. 

A  good  and  a  wife  King  will  always  com- 
ply with  the  wilhes  of  his  People.  He  will  nei- 
ther fet  up  nor  conceive  a  feparatc  intereft  from 
theirs  :  he  will  confider  their  happinefs  as  his 
greateft  glory,  and  purfue  that  objed:  invaria- 
bly :  he  will  promote  the  profperity  of  the  Na- 
tion, by  making  public  virtue  and  great  abili- 
ties the  only  means  by  which  honors  and  high 
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ftations  can  be  acquired  ;  and  he  will  engage  the 
paffions  on  the  fide  of  virtue,  by  making  it 
men*s  intereft  to  be  virtuous.  Such  a  Prince 
will  eflablilh  his  Throne  in  the  hearts  of  his 
!People,  and,  having  obtained  their  confidence, 
may  in  reality  poflefs  more  power  than  the  moft 
arbitrary  Monarch ;  for  Popularity  is  the  only 
permanent  and  conftitutional  foundation  of 
fufficient  regal  authority  in  this  country. 

A  Patriot  King  may  annihilate  Fadtion, 
and,  fupported  by  the  confidence  of  a  grateful 
People,  fmile  at  the  impotent  ftruggles  of  pfeu- 
do-patriots.  No  defperate  combination  can 
fliake  his  conftitutional  authority,  nor  can  a  felf- 
created  Man  of  the  People  didtate  to  the  real 
Friend  and  political  Father  of  his  Subjects. 
Henry  the  IV^  notwithftanding  the  glaring 
defedt  of  his  title,  conquered  domeftic  oppofi- 
tion,  and  crufhed  every  confpiracy  by  his  cou- 
rage and  popularity.  Nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
a  Patriot  King  may  again  become  the  Arbiter  of 
Europe ;  for  Unanimity  in  Britain  could  even 
yet  accomplilh  every  wilh  of  National  Ambition. 

Armed  with  the  confidence  of  his  grate- 
ful and  happy  People,  and  thus  poflefTed  of  more 
conftitutional  and  unlimited  powers  than  ever 
prerogative  could  befto  w,  a  Patriot  Kingcan  crufh 
the  moft  formidable  Fad:ion  into  atoms,  and 
reign  the  refpedted  Monarch  of  an  United  Peo- 
ple. 
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pie.  He  will  not  afford  an  opportunity  to 
broken  gamblers — to  men  of  defperate  for- 
tunes— to  bankrupts  in  fame  and  fortune,  to 
rife  into  confequcnce  by  their  oppofition  to  his 
Government.  He  will  not,  by  a  proftitution  of 
the  Royal  Favor,  enable  an  unprincipled  and 
obnoxious  Minifler  to  fly  in  the  face  of  his  po- 
litical Creator,  and  by  an  ungrateful  confede^ 
racy  with  an  infolent  enemy,  to  didtate  to  his 
too  credulous  Sovereign.  By  eclipiing  the  po- 
pularity of  pfeudo-patriots,  and  with-holding 
the  rays  of  royal  favor  from  traitors,  the  former 
will  fmk  into  infignificance ;  and  the  latter  fall 
the  vidtims  of  national  indignation.  Thus  may 
the  tranquility  and  glory  of  the  Empire  be  re- 
llorcd,  and  the  conftitutional  influence  of  the 
Crown  not  only  be  maintained,  but  encreafed, 
even  after  that  oeconomical  reduction  {hall  be 
cffed:ually  adopted,  v.'hich  the  circumftances  of 
an  almoft  bankrupt  nation  have  rendered  indif- 
penfable. 

Even  if  fuch  a  King  had  been  fo  unhappy  as 
to  have  liflened  to  the  arbitrary  councils  of  in- 
iidious  Favourites,  by  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  reign,  he  had  forfeited  the  affec- 
tionate attachment,  or  excited  the  jealous  fi;f- 
picions  of  his  fubjefts,  let  his  concniCl:  but 
evince  an  unfeigned  concern  for  the  errors  into 
which  he  has  been  betrayed,  and  he  may,  with- 
out 
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out  any  humiliating  conceffion,  without  any 
declaration  in  the  fmalleft  degree  derogatory  ^»/^'» 
his  dignity,  regain  that  partial  confidence,  that 
zeal  of  loyalty  which  is  the  charaderiftic  of 
Englillimen.  Let  him  filencc  the  turbulence 
of  Fadlions  by  conftitutionally  calling  upon  his 
Subjcds  for  their  council  and  fupport.  Let 
him  learn  the  real  fentiments  of  his  People  by 
a  diffolution  of  Parliament ;  and  then  no  aban- 
doned Coalition  of  adverfe  Parties  (who,  un- 
animous in  their  determined  purpofe  to  plun- 
der this  unhappy,  this  falling  Country,  facrifice 
their  political  principles  to  each  other,  as  the 
Roman  Triumvirs  did  their  friends)  can  ever 
fhake  the  Conflitutional  Lifluence  of  the  Crown, 
or  di(flate  to  the*  Sovereign. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  People  cannot  be  too 
jealous  of  their  Liberty;  for  almolt  every 
barrier  of  Freedom  has  been  lapt,  and  our  Con- 
ftitution,  once  confidered  as  impregnable,  has 
been  long  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  Ambition. 
Corruption  has  levelled  her  bulwarks  to  the 
duft ;  and  we  are  more  indebted  to  the  Mode- 
ration of  our  Sovereign,  thnn  to  the  Virtue  of 
Parliament,  or  the  Advice  of  his  old  Minifters. 
that  weaidlnot^enflaved.  Perfidious  Counfellors 
fmoothed  the  way  for  Defpotlfm,  in  order  to 
extend  their  influence.  But  our  gracious  So- 
vereign was  too  wife  to  avail  himfehf  of  an  appa- 
rent 
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rent  opportunity  to  overturn  the  Conilltutlon 
of  his  Country.  Let  us  therefore,  left  his  Suc- 
ceflbrs  fhould  not  be  pofielTed  of  equal  fclf- 
denial,  guard  againft  the  furreptitious  advances 
of  Defpotifm  ;  and  rather  prevent,  than 
hereafter  attempt  to  remedy  fo  irretrievable  a 
misfortune. 

When  v^'e  confider  the  prcfent  mockery  of 
Reprcfcntation ;  when  'v\  c  confider  the  mifap- 
plication  of  Secret  Service  Money  ;  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Treafury  ;  the  Douceurs  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  Loans  and  Contracts ;  the  tfncreafe 
of  the  Penfion  Lift  ;  the  multiplicity  of  Sine- 
cure Employments;  the  proftiturion  of  the 
Peerage  and  the  diflerent  Orders ;  the  terror  of 
a  Standing  Army  ;  the  operation  of  the  Riot- 
Adl ;  the  minifterial  appointment  of  County- 
Sherifts  ;  and  the  llavifh  attachment  of  the 
Monied  Intereft,  left  the  Public  Funds  fliould 
be  affeded  by  any  ftruggle  to  prcfcrve  the  Con- 
ftitution ;  inftead  of  being  furprized  at  the 
amazing  Influence  of  the  Crown,  we  ought  to 
be  grateful  for  the  moderation  with  which  it 
has  been  exerted. 

There  was  not  fo  much  probability,  that  the 
ambitious  Swede  Ihould  become  a  Defpot,  as 
that  an  Englifli  King,  with  arbitrary  Principles, 
fhould  triumph  over  the  Liberties  of  this  Coun- 
trv.    An  Houfe  of  Commons  like  the  prefent, 

conftructed 
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conftrudled  unconflitutioHally,  both  in  point  of 
Reprefentation  and  Duration  ;  the  unexampled 
proftitution  of  the  Peerage,  the  infamous  pro- 
fufion  of  Public  Money,  and  the  barefaced  eva- 
fion  of  the  Law,  which  excludes  Penfioners, 
during  pleafure,  from  fitting  in  the  Commons, 
are  fuch  circumflances  as  muft  alarm  the  moft 
moderate  man,  who  lii  not  acquainted  with 
the  private  virtues  of  his  Sovereign. 

Our  amiable  Prince  has  been  too  long  de- 
luded by  treacherous  Minilters,  and  Pretended 
Friends.    It  is  the  bufmefs  of  his  loyal  Subjeds 
to    undeceive   him.     Let    us  rcfpedfuUy  ap- 
proach the  Throne,  and  reprefent  the  dangers 
which  threaten  the  Conftitution,  if  an  afpiring 
Prince  ftiould  wear  the  Crown,  before  the  Re- 
form in  contemplation  fhall  be  effeded  ♦  J^t  us 
befeech  a  gracious  Monarch  to  exert  his  Royal 
influence  in  favour  of  a  fuffering  People.   With- 
out fuch  fupport  we  have  little  to  expect  from 
the  virtue  of  Fadtions  ;  and  furely  it  is  but  rea- 
funable  to  hope,  that  this  influence  will  for  once 
be  employed  for  the  advantage  of  the  Commu- 
nitv.     The  ho  ir  of  n:.tional  humiliation  muft 
infpire  his  Royal  bofom  v/ith  comp?-iiion,  and 
the  difmemberment  of  his  Empire  muft  point 
oat  the  neceffity  of  adopring  every   expedient 
which  can  contribute  to  cho  happlneis  and  prof- 
periLv  of  his  remaining  dominions.     A   coali- 
D  tion 
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rion  between  the  dependents  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  friends  of  the   People,    mufl   accompHfh 
this  Parliamentary  Reformation,  and  beer  down 
every  oppofition  of  the  venal  and  felf-interefted. 
Good  Governments  admJt  of  changes  in  the 
fuperflrudture,  while  the  foundation  rem.ains 
unfhaken   and  unchanged.     Oyr  Conftitution, 
now  the  olde{>  in  the-V/orld,  could  not  have 
ilourifhed  for  fo  many  centuries,   had  not  our 
anceftors  altered  or ,  brought  it  back  occafion- 
ally,  as  the  exigency  of  times,  or  a  change  of 
popular  manners,  has  feemed  to  demand  an  al- 
teration.    But  indeed,  the  Reform  fo  much  to 
be  defired,  is  not  an  innovation,  but  fimply  a 
renovation  of  the  ancient  Conftitution. 

Let  us  revert  to  firft  principles,  and  rcflore 
the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution ;  but  corruption 
mufl  be  annihilated  before  its  original  purity 
and  fimplicity  can  be  revived.  This  is  far 
from  impradricablc  ;  for,  though  human  nature 
cannot  eafily  be  changed,  nor  inveterate  habits 
of  venality  be  conquered,  a  corrupt  bias  mav 
be  corrected,  or  at  Icafl  precluded  from  fclf- 
indulgence.  There  is  no  fin,  where  there  is  no 
temptation  :  we  flioi4d  therefore,  with-hold  the 
means  of  Corruption,  and  impeach  an\  Miniiter 
who  attempts  it. 

It  is  a  poor  juftification  for  a  Minifter,  to 
plead  the  neceffity  of  Corruption,  vdicnhehim- 

k-lt 
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felf  creates  that  neceffity.  The  great  Lord  Chat- 
ham, who  fucceeded  to  the  Hehn  at  as  corrupt, 
and  almofl  as  calamitous  an  sera  as  the  prelent, 
is  a  proof,  th;^t  a  Conftitutional  Minifter  will 
be  Conlliitiitionally  fupported  ;  and  that  Virtue 
in  the  Minifter  and  Unanimity  in  the  People, 
may,  in  fpite  of  the  incapacity  and  mifcondud: 
ot  preceding  Adminiftrationr.,  change  defeats 
into  victory,  general   defponaency  into  hope, 
and  national  humiliation  into  univerfal  triumph 
and  exultation.     That  Minifter,  therefore,  de- 
ferves  to  lofe  his  head,  who  adopts  Corruption 
as  a  meafure  of  Adminiflration  ;    who  fpreads, 
inftead  of  endeavouring  to  eradicate  the  con- 
tagion ;  and  who,  rather  than  not  fuccecd  in 
any    favourite    plan   of  Government,    would 
poifon  the  Morals  of  a  Nation.    Lord  Chatham 
never  defcended  to  corruption,  nor  cabals.    He 
applied  the  Secret  Service  Money  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which   it  was  intended — to  bribe  our 
enemies,    and   procure     Foreign    Litelligence. 
Though  he    never  tampered  with  our  Repre- 
fentatives,  the.y  were  afraid  to  oppofe  the  Man 
who  poiTcfTed  the  confidence  of  their  Conftitu- 
ents ;  and  he  was  fupported  by  Parliament,  till 
thwarted  by  a  Secret  Liflucnce  in  the  Cabinet. 

Conftitu^cd  as  Parliraiicnts  now  are,  a  Mini- 

fter  is  no  longer  refponfible  foi  betraying  che 

confidence  of  bis   Sovereign,  or  giving  Cci:n- 

cils  inimical  to  his  country.  He  is  Itcure  oi  pro- 

D  2  teftion. 
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tedtion.  He  needs  but  hint  his  wifh  to  an  ob- 
fequious  Parliament,  and  it  not  only  adopts  and 
fandlifics  his  meafures,  but  fpcaks  the  language 
he  didtatcs :  it  utters  his  fentiments,  and  affedks 
to  advile,  while  it  but  fiav"ifhly  echoes  his 
commands.  It  fludics  to  anticipate  his  fecrct 
wiihes,  and  to  comply  with  thoie  which  he  is 
\o grac'ious  as  to  intimate.  It  indemnifies  his  in- 
capacity or  treachery  ;  and,  inftead  of  being 
what  it  once  was,  the  Temple  oi  I  .ibertv,  it  is 
become  an  afylura  for  thofe  parricides,  who 
would  deftrov  it. 

It  is  falfe  and  abfurd  ;  it  is  an  abufe  of  terms, 
to  call  the  Com^mons  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
People,  when  a  majority  of  them  is  returned  by 
lefs  than  fix  thoufand  Eled:crs,  and  they  too 
the  mofl  venal,  the  very  refufe  of  the  People,. 
Our  pretended  Reprefentatives  are  therefore 
little  more  than  the  Puppets  of  a  Minifler  *. 
The  virtual  Reprefentation  of  the  People  in  the 
Commons  is  as  great  a  mockery  of  common 
fenfe,  as  the  afiertion  that  the  Americans  were 

virtually 

*  While  all  the  Freeholders  in  Great  Britain  return  bijt 
ninety-two  Alembers,  three  hiuidred  and  fixty-ninc  Mem- 
bers are  chofen  by  forty-one  thoufand  Eleftors  :  half  the 
Connmons  are  returned  by  five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  three  Electors  ;  and  a  nintli  part  of  the  Rcprefaita- 
tivcs  of  the  Pccfle  nre  chofen  by  three  hundred  and  fixry- 
four  voters. 
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virtually  reprefented.  It  is  notorious,  that  none 
of  the  funded  and  little  of  the  Commercial  In- 
teieU  of  England  is  reprefented  ;  and  the  Re- 
prefentation  of  the  Landed  Intereft  is  fo  difpro- 
portloned  and  inadequate,  as  fcarcely  to  de- 
ferve  that  title. 

Wales  was  never  taxed  till  reprefented  ;  for, 
even  in  arbitrary  reigns,  Parliament  ;vas  afham- 
ed  to  tax  thof^  who,  not  having  even  nominal 
Reprefentativcs,  could  not  be  faid  to  h^ve  con- 
fented  to  the  taxation.  This  is  a  proof,  if  any 
proof  had  been  wanting,  that  equal  Reprefen- 
tation  is  the  EfTence  of  the  Conltitution.  The 
People  have  a  right  to  demand  it,  and  it  is  the 
intereft  of  the  King  and  of  the  Parliament  to 
comply  ;  for  men,  who  now  groan  under  an 
enormous  weight  of  taxes,  would  fubmit  to 
them  with  lefs  reludtance,  if  impofed  by  their 
real  Reprefentativcs. 

Yet^  though  Lord  N ,  when  he  advifed 

the  profecution  of  the  War,  and  the  reduction 
of  America  to  "  Unconditional  fubmiffion,"  de- 
clared, in  his  juftification,  that  "  the  Ameri- 
cans had  no  more  reafon  to  complain,  than 
multitudes  in  England,  who,  though  not  re- 
prefented, were  ftill  liable  to  taxes ;"  I  fay, 
though  this  fatal  dodlrine  exafperated  and  loft 
us  America,  this  inrluous  Statefman  means  to 
make  the  fame  experiment  at  home ;  and,  left 

his 


(       22       ) 

his  favourite  fj'ftem  of  Corruption  fliould  ever 
receive  a  check,  has  avowed  his  determined 
refolution  to  fpread  difaffedtion  through  his 
Majefly's  Dominions,  rather  than  accede  to  a 
Reform,  winch  is  at  once  the  wifh,  and  the  le- 
gal right  of  the  People. 

Should  a  beggirly  Borough,  which  perhaps 
has  dwindled  in«:o  the  private  property  of  an  un- 
principled individual,  delegate  as  much  power 
to  its  Rcprefentatives  as  a  rich,  populous,  and 
extended  County  ?  What  can  be  morcprcpofle- 
rous,  than  that  a  venal  Borough,  ccnfifting  of 
Twelve  BurgefTes  (and  many  Boroughs  have 
not  even  that  number)  fhculd  return  two  Mem- 
bers to  Parliament,  while  fome  of  the  moft 
flourifliing  Towns  in  England  are  not  repre- 
fcnted  ?  What  can  be  more  prepofterous,  than 
that  a  petit  Cornifh  Borough  can  fend  two  Rc- 
prefentatives to  Parliament,  while  Wcftminfter 
or  Middlefex  can  fend  no  more  ?  Are  the  People 
equally  reprefented,  while  the  Premier  for  the 
time  being,  can  return  almoft  Fifty  Members 
without  oppofition  ?  Are  the  People  equally  re- 
prefented, when  an  Afiatic  Plunderer,  who  buys 
a  Seat  in  Parliament,  to  fupport,  and  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  Minifter,  enjoys  an  equal  legif- 
lotivc  Authority  with  Sir  George  Savile,  the 
Property  of  whofe  Conftitucnts  is  nearly  equal 

to 
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to  the  united  Property  of  all  the  Boroughs  in 
the  kingdom  ? 

Many  poor  Borouglis  were  relieved  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  from  the  burthen  of  fending  Members 
to  Parliament;  while  richer  Towns  obtained 
Charters,  and  were  erected  into  Corporations. 
If  then  the  poverty  of  a  Borough  was  a  j uni- 
fication for  its  Disfranchife,  is  not  Venality  a 
more  cosent  and  fubilantial  one  ?  If  the  ac- 
commodation  of  a  petit  Borough  could  juftify 
fuch  a  meafure,  and  that  too  by  the  fingle  au- 
thority of  the  Prerogative,  how  much  more 
juflifiable  mufl  it  appear,  that  the  whole  Nation 
fhould  be  gratified,  and  that  the  Parliamentary 
Reform  fhould  be  carried  into  Execution,  by 
the  joint  Concurrence  of  every  Branch  of  the 
Legiflature  ? 

It  affords  matter  of  melancholy  reflcd:ion,  to 
hear  of  Borough  Proprietors,  without  ihame 
or  delicacy,  difpofing  of  Scats  in  Parliament 
to  the  highefl  Bidder  ;  infomuch,  that  a  Gene- 
ral Elcd:ion,  inftead  of  a  folemn  Adt  of  State, 
is  little  better  than  a  general  Audlion  of  Venal 
Boroughs.  If  an  unfaithful  Delegate  be  igno- 
minioufly  difcharged  by  his  Conilituents,  and 
rcjedied  as  a  dillioneil:  Agent  for  the  People,  he 
may  buy  a  Scat  in  Parliament  at  the  Expence 
ot  the  Nation,  (for  he  will  be  re-imburfed  bv 
the  Wages  of  Prollicutlon)   and  rc-inveft  hi:n- 

,       felf 
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felf  with  as   much  le^iflative  Authority  as  the 
Approbation  of  his  Conftitucnts  could  confer. 

Let  us  for  ever  put  a  flop  to  the  repetition  of 
fuch  Abufes;  let  us  for  ever  put  a  flop  to  fo 
Anti-conftitutional  a  proceeding  as  felling  a 
feat  in  Parliament ;  but  let  us  not,  however, 
break  in  upon  private  property  When  Bo- 
roughs have  degenerated  into  liich  infamous 
inlignificance  as  to  become  a  transferable  pri- 
vate property,  though  the  abufe  deferves  ex-  • 
emplary  punishment,  let  them  only  be  disfran- 
chifed;  let  the  Bargefies,  though  not  Free- 
holders, be  ftiil  qualified  to  vote"  for  County 
Members,  and  let  fome  compcnfation  be  made 
to  the  Proprietors,  Many  Boroughs  have  long 
been  confidercd  as  Eftates,  and,  as  fuch,  in- 
cluded in  Marriage  Settlements.  Though  ori- 
ginally a  vile  AbuL',  Uhig'c  gives  a  fort  of  Pro- 
perty. I  would  therefore  recoumieud  a  pecu- 
niary Equivalent  to  the  prefrnt  Poflelibrs  of 
Private  Borouglis,  which  fhall  be  fupi)rcfled  for 
the  public  good;  for  fortie  of  the  prcfenc  Pio^ 
prietors  are  free  from  guilt,  though  their  An- 
ceflors,  Vy-ho  lirft  ufurpcd  fuch  Property,  were 
the  Vv-orft  of  Traitors. 

An  increafe  of  Members,  without  increaling 
the  controul  of  the  Conftituents,  and  fliorten- 
ins:  the  Duration  of  the  Trail:,  would  onlv  in- 
creafc  the  moral  pcpravity  and  enormous  Ex- 

pcncc 
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pence  of  the  Nation.  The  prefcnt  number 
of  Members  is  fully  adequate  to  every  purpofe 
of  Legiflation.  The  unequal  mode  of  eleding 
them  is  the  great  Grievance  complained  of, 
which  may  be  eafily  remedied  by  fubdividing 
the  Counties  into  a  number  of  Diftri6ls  pro- 
portioned to  their  Population ;  each  Di ft  rift  to 
contain  an  equal  number  of  Eleftors.  Such  a 
Reform  in  the  Reprtfentation,  together  with 
Annual  Parliaments,  would  put  a  ftop  to  every 
fpecies  of  Corruption;  Riot  and  Confufion 
would  be  avoided,  and  undue  Influence  would 
ceafe.  This  would  take  in  and  relieve  all  de- 
fcriptions  of  perfons.  Copy-holders,  Bifliop*s 
Tenants,  Artizans,  and  even  Cottagers,  wouM 
be  reprefented.  The  Natural  Intercft,  Men  of 
Charadler  and  Property,  who  have  a  perma- 
nent Intereft  in  the  State,  would  be  returned. 
Our  Government  would  then  be  an  equal  Go- 
vernment, becaufe  every  man  would  have  a 
fti*re  in  it,  and  confent  by  his  proxy  to  every 
meafure  of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  our  Confti- 
tution  would  be  free  in  reahty  as  well  as 
name. 

Antecedent  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
Parliaments  were  always  ele6led  annually  j  but 
that  arbitrary  Prince  was  guilty  of  many  Ufur- 
pations  upon  the  Rights  of  the  People.  The 
ancient  Conftitution  was  in  fome  degree  revived 
E  at 
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at  the  Reftoratlon:  for,  in  order  tb  prevent  a 
repetition  of  thofe  abufes,  which  his  deluded 
Father  had  committed,  the  Second  Charles  was 
compelled  to  affent  to  the  Law  for  Triennial 
Parliaments.  The  fame  Law  was  confirmed  at 
the  Revolution,  for  there  is  in  the  Bill  of  Rights 
an  exprefs  Stipulation  for  fhort  Parliaments, 
•which  are  a  fundamental  part  of  the  Conflitu- 
tion,  of  which  Septennial  Parhaments  are  a 
fcandalous  innovation. 

But  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  Grand  Mif- 
fionary  of  Corruption,  well  knowing  that  fhort 
and  frequent  Parliaments  muft,  from  their  na- 
ture, be  incorruptible,  and  the  Scourge  df 
^^*^  Miniflers,  took  the  advantage  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  Englifh  Nation  to  the  illuftrioiis 
Houfe  of  Planover ;  conjured  up  a  popular 
panic  of  the  Pretender,  and, by  all  the  low  in- 
trigues of  politics,  all  the  manoeuvres  of  Cor- 
ruption, violated  the  very  Effence  of  the  Coir- 
ftitution,  and  carried  the  Septennial  Bill,  which 
he  confidered  as  tantamount  to  an  AGt  of  In- 
demnity. He  well  knew  that  he  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  a  felf-created  Parliament  ;  from 
Men  who  had  betrayed  the  Truft  repofed  in 
them  by  the  People  ;  who  had  extended  that 
Truft  from  three  to  i^even  year?,  and  who, 
with  equal  Juftice,  might  have  extended  it  for 
Life. 
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But  as  our  gracious  Sovereign  well  knows 
that  the  People  were  induced  to  fubmit  to  fo 
daring  an  Encroachment  upon  their  Rights,  by 
their  attachment  to  his  Family,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  he  will  reward  their  Loyalty  ;  and  that  he 
will  not  only  reftore  thofe  Rights  which  they 
waved  upon  that  Occafion,  but  that  he  will 
even  lend  his  Countenance  to  a  re-eflablifhment 
of  the  ancient  Conftitution,  by  the  revival  of 
Annual  Parliaments  •  In  that  cafe  the  Public 
Liberties  will  be  founded  upon  a  rock  :  the 
Interefts  of  the  King  and  of  the  People  will  ixy^ 
be  thought  infeparable,  and  that  eafy^,  confi- 
dential Intercourfe  will  be  maintained,  which 
is  fo  effential  to  the  profperity  of  the  Empire. 

Even  fuppofmg  (though  I  pledge  myfelf  to 
prove  the  contrary)  that  Septennial  Parhaments 
were  Conftitutional,  and  that  the  extent  of  Pre- 
rogative in  the  Creation  of  new  Peerages  was 
indefinite,  we  have  a  right  to  demand  a  Re- 
form, for  the  Majefty  of  the  People  is  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  three  Eftates  united.  From  them, 
under  Heaven,  all  Legiflative  Authority  is 
derived ;  and  whenever  it  is  abufed,  they  have 
a  riffht  to  model  it  anew  or  to  revoke  it. 

Could  the    King,  Lords  and  Commons   re- 

eftablifti  the  Feudal  Syftem,  or  introduce  any 

innovation  into  the  Conftitution,  without  the 

V'onfent  and  againll  the  withes  of  the  people  ? 
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Certainly  not :  for  the  King  is  no  more  than 
their  firft  Magiftrate  ;  the  Lords  their  Heredi- 
tary Council ;  and  the  Commons  their  more 
immediate  Reprefentatives.  Even  the  two  firft 
derive  their  authority  under  an  implied  truft 
from  the  People,  j^nd  enjoy  their  elevated 
ranks  upon  condition  ot  n^Mti^^a^  lervice  and 
fupport.  The  public  welfare  is  the  Jine  qua  non 
of  civil  Government  r^ which  is  Jpecifically  dif- 
folved  when  that  principle  is  violated.  The 
truft  ceafes  upon  any  infringement  of  it  -,  and 
the  right  of  Re-eleftion  or  Reform  is  again 
vefted  in  the  People. 

But  had  it  even  been  otherwife,  and  had  our 
anceftors  been  bafe  enough  to  furrender  their 
own  liberties,  fuch  an  aft  of  infamy  could  not 
be  binding  upon  their  pofterity.  Every  human 
being  has  an  unqueftionable  right  to  Freedom, 
and  all  Nations  which  afpirc  to  it  muft  be  free. 
Even  the  regions  of  Defpotifm  could  recover 
their  Liberties,  if  they  could  be  taught  to  prize 
them.  Let  us  who  have  been  bred  up  in  the 
habits  of  confidering  Freedom  as  the  greateft 
bleffing,  continue  to  cherifti  our  love  for  it  into 
cnthufiafm.  Let  us  emulate  the  glorious  ex- 
amples of  our  anceftors,  value  our  Liberties  as 
they  did,  and  never  forego  them  but  with  life. 
Let  us   be  dutiful,    affeclionate,  and  amenable 
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ture,  let  us  not  forget  our  Loyalty  to  the  Con- 
ftitution.  Let  us  guard  it  with  the  utmoft  ve- 
neration, and  beware  left  the  fubtlety  of  an 
iUlyfles  fhould  fteal  away  our  Palladium,  and 
leave  us  a  defencelefs  prey  to  our  enemies. 
Let  us  watch  it  inceffantly  :  and  if,  from  the 
ravages  of  time  or  of  corruption,  it  (hall  be 
found  to  want  repair,  let  us  adhere  to  firft 
principles  in  repairing  it. 

Rational  Loyalty  does  not  prefcribe  a  tame 
fubmiffion  to  any  ufurped  or  unconftitutional 
authority,  or  exercife  of  fuch  authority ;  but, 
in  cafes  of  extremity,  points  out  the  duty  of 
Refiftance,  if  the  Conftitution  cannot  be  re- 
flored  without  it.  The  proofs  that  the  Confti- 
tution  has  been  violated  fliould  indeed  be  in- 
conteftable,  before  fo  frightful  an  expedient  as 
Refiftance  to  Government  fliall  be  adopted : 
and  the  only  juftifiable  juniSlure^  fuch  Refif- 
tance is,  when  the  probable  mifchiefs  of  a  fla- 
vifh  and  imphcit  obedience,  with  refpeft  to  the 
community  at  large,  exceed  thofe  of  a  tempe- 
rate but  determined  Oppofition. 

Though  the  Septennial  1:  ill  received  the  fane- 
tion  of  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  it  was 
and  is  illegal,  becaufe  an  infamous  breach  of 
truft  and  a  violation  of  the  Conftitu-ion.  But 
had  it  even  been  juflified  by  neceffity,  at  the 
time  it  was  ena61cd,    the  continuance  of  it  at 
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ihis  day  is  an  intolerable  grievance.  In  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  Second,  a  profligate  Par- 
liament repealed,  or  rather  impotently  attempted 
to  repeal, the  Conftitution,  by  declaring  the 
King  to  be  above  the  Laws ;  which  was  to 
change  a  limited  into  an  abfolute  Monarchy. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  too,  the  en- 
croachments of  Prerogative  were  eftablifhed  by 
the  fanftion  of  a  corrupt  Parliament,  which 
enabled  that  the  King's  Proclamation  fhould 
have  the  force  of  an  A6t  of  Parhament.  Eng- 
land has  often  been  vifited  with  fuch  Kings  and 
iuch  Parliaments  ;  but  could  their  united  en- 
deavours refcind  the  eftablifhed  Laws  of  the 
Conftitution?  Certainly  not.  The  Spirit  of 
the  People  reftored  its  violated  form,  and 
wrefted  their  inalienable  Rights  from  the  hands 
of  Defpotifm. 

Short  and  frequent  Parliaments,  in  which 
the  People  are  equally  reprefented,  inftead  of 
affording  an  afylam  to,  would  be  the  terror  of 
bad  Minifters.  They  would  fpeak  the  Lan- 
guage  of  their  Con  ft  ituepts,  and  keep  up  a  pro- 
per communication  between  the  Sovereign 
and  his  People.  No  favourite  could  or  would 
then  dare  to  poifon  the  Royal  Ear,  or  create 
jealous  diftenfions  between  the  King  and  his 
Subjefts.  He  would  not  then  have  time  to 
Gorrupt  any  Rcprefentative   who  pretended  bo 
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common  honefty,  nor  could  either  the  Minifter 
or  his  Minions  fuccefsfully  contefl;  an  eleftion 
with  a  popular  Candidate.  Thus  would  the 
venal  adventurer  be  excluded  from  any  fhare 
in  the  Legiflature,  and  the  People  be  repre- 
fented  by  men  of  chara£ler  and  property. 

If  the  delegated  truft  was  to  ceafe  at  the 
expiration  of  a  year,  the  Candidate  could  not 
afford  to  bribe  the  Voter,  nor  the  Minifter  the 
fuccefsful  Candidate,  fo  high  as  to  amount  to  a 
temptation.  But  a  feat  for  feven  years  appears 
a  fort  of  tenure  for  hfe,  and^therefore,  worth 
the  higheft  purchafe.  The  venal  confider  it  as 
fuch,  and,fecure  of  a  re-imburfement,  give  any 
price  for  a  feat  in  Parhament.  Actuated  by 
principles  of  premeditated  venality,  they  be- 
come veterans  in  corruption  ;  and  thus,  though 
nominally  free,  we  are  in  truth,  the  flaves  of 
a  Minifter,  through  the  medium  of  a  corrupt 
Parliament,  the  only  inftrument  by  which  this 
country  can  ever  be  enflaved. 

If  the  Reprefentatives  be  not  returned  by  the 
Body  of  the  People;  if  they  hold  their  Truft 
by  what  may  be  almoft  called  a  Life-tenure, 
and  deny  the  controul,  or  refufe  to  obey  the 
inftru6lions  of  their  Conllituents,  inftead  of 
being  Truftee5,  they  afTume  the  authority  of 
Mafters.  It  was  a  maxim  of  the  great  Lord 
Burleigh's,  that   ''  England  can  never  be  un- 
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♦'  done,  unlefs  by  her  own  Parliaments.*' — 
When,  therefore,  the  love  of  Liberty  has  beert 
nearly  extinguifhed  by  Venality  and  Corrup- 
tion, nothing  can  fnatch  this  country  from 
perdition  but  reverting  to  firft  piinciples,  and 
re-infufing  that  fpirit  of  Independence  and 
equal  Liberty  into  the  People,  which  once 
made  this  country  the  firfl:  Empire  in  the 
world. 

There  is  fo  much  time  for  fedu£lion  in  a 
term  of  feven  years,  that  it  is  too  often  imma- 
terial which  Candidate  is  returned  ;  and  thus 
Uje  voters,  from  frequent  difappointment  and 
defpair,  become  almoft  as  venal  as  their  Re- 
prefentatives.  Let  all  temptations  therefore 
be  removed.  Let  reprefentation  be  equal, 
and  the  trull  be  fliort.  Let  the  People  be  no 
longer  oppreffed  by  taxes  to  bribe  their  Repre- 
fentatives.  Let  the  doors  of  the  Upper  Houfe 
be  barred  againft  them.  Let  Parliament  ceafe 
to  be  a  Court  of  Record,  either  to  regiller  the 
edicts,  or  fcreen  the  dehnquency  of  a  Miniller : 
and  let  us  no  longer  acquiefce  in  the  prefent 
corrupt  mode  of  Elcflion,  which  is  Httle  more 
rhan  a  privilege  veiled  (to  fpeak  comparatively) 
in  a  few  to  elect  agents  for  the  communit)\^; 
and  to  fell  a  power  iniiead  of  conferring  a  tru(L. 

If  the  Commons   were  confcious   that  they 
meant  fairly  by  their  conllituents,    and   were 
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entitled  to  popular  confidence,  they  would 
neither  oppofe  Annual  Parliaments,  nor  an 
Equal  Rcprefentation.  If  they  afpired  to  real 
dignity  and  confequence,  they  would  not  op- 
pofe a  Peerage  Bill.  But  ihey  wtre  too  tena- 
cious of  their  own  ufurped  privileges,  and  too 
anxious  to  accomplifh  their  fchemes  of  private 
avarice  and  ambition,  to  ferve  the  People 
effeftually. 

How  apparent  is  the  corruption  of  Parlia- 
ment, from  the  authority  of  its  own  Journals  ? 
In  compliance  with  the  requifitions  and  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  People,  it  declared,  upon  the 
Motion  of  Mr.  Dunning  (now  Lord  Alhbur- 
ton)  "  that  the  Influence  of  the  Crown  had 
**  cncreafed,  was  encreafmg,  and  ought  to  be 
"  diminilhed."  But  when  the  Minifter  ap- 
plied that  influence,  how  foon  did  it  counteraft 
the  momentary  gull  of  Patriotifm  and  fenfe  of 
duty  to  the  People !  How  ridiculous !  how 
inconfirtent !  how  contradi6lory  were  its  fub- 
fequent  proceedings !  How  foon  did  the  Patriot 
glow,  which  diftinguifhed  its  commencement, 
feel  the  chilling  influence  of  Venality  !  How 
infamoufly  did  it  fritter  aivay  that  vote !  Where 
then  is  the  boafled  fecurity  of  Parliament? 
Alas!  it  is  no  more  j  and  we  now  only  enjoy 
the  name  and  ftiadow  of  the  Conft^itution.  Self, 
not  the  General  intereft,  reigns  the  governing 
F  principle 
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principle  in  every  branch  of  the  Legiflature  j 
and  a  lucrative  employment,  ot  a  degraded 
title,  is  confidered  as  an  ample  compenfation 
for  the  Rights  of  the  People. 

I  deny  that  we  were  indebted  for  the  change 
or  Ad mmin  ration  to  the  virtuous  Independenc'e 
of  Parliament.  Misfortunes  and  difgrace  in 
every  corner  of  the  empire  had  awakened  the 
indignation  of  the  people.  The  then  Miniftry 
faw  the  gatheiing  ftorm,  and  wifely  retired  into 
port.  They  compounded  with  Oppofition, 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  left  in  a  Minority, 
and  refigned  them  their  employments.  The 
natign  for  a  moment  was  the  dupe  of  this 
collufion;  but  at  lafl;  the  juggle  became  mani- 
feft.  The  threatened  thunder  of  Impeach- 
ments was  heard  no  more ;  and  the  public 
Plunderers  were  not  only  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  rapacity  and  peculation  in 
fecurity,  but  two  of  them  received  the  fan6lion 
of  Parliament,  to  hold  over  half  a  million  of 
the  public  Money*.  So  knacious  are  our  virtuous 
Reprefentatives  of  the  rights  and  property  of 
their  conftituents. 

How  prepoflerous,  how  impious  is  it  then 
to  talk  of  the  Omnipotence  of  Parliament, 
and  that  too  after  its  real  dignity  is  Ipft  ;   when 
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it  is  become  die  execrafion  of  its  conftitu^ts^ 
and  the  conrempt  of  Europe  !  If  that  expreffion 
be  fuitable  to  any  part  of  the  Englifh  Govern- 
ment, it  is  to  the  Minifter,  who  could  extin- 
guifh  the  love  of  Liberty  in  the  breafl  of  En- 
glifhmen,  and  not  only  metamorphofe  them 
into  flaves,    but  into  inftruments  t  of  flavery. 

During  the  whole  adminiftration  of  Lord 
N — th,  it  fac,  like  a  French  Parliament,  to 
rcgifter  his  edi6ls,  with  this  unelTcntial  dif- 
ference, that  the  mockery  of  fiee  debate  was  ftill 
conw^M  latfk  Oppofition  ;  while  the  Minifter, 
relying  upon  a  decided  Majority,  feldom  con- 
defcended  to  fupport  his  meafures  by  argument, 
but  referred  the  merits  of  every  queflion  to  the 
Book  of  Numbers.  So  indecently  was  the  dig- 
nity of  Parhament  debafed,  and  even  appear- 
ances difregarded.  Muft  not  fuch  degeneracy 
in  the  Lcgiflaturc  afflift  every  patriot  bofom, 
and  animate  the  Sons  of  Freedom  to  attempt 
a  Reformation  ? 

Whew  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution  is  thus 
•xhaled,  may  not  Parliaments,  unlefs  their 
powers  be  limited  and  afcertained,  become  a 
dangerous  implement  in  the  hands  of  fomc 
future  Monarch,  and  embolden  him  to  a6ls 
which  the  greateft  Defpot  would  not  hazard 
without  their  fanSion  ?  The  fame  man,  who, 
F  2  when 
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when  fupported  by  the  laws  has  the  Intrepidity 
of  a  lion,  has  often  betrayed  cowardice  when 
a£ling  in  oppofition  to  them.  Thus,  while  the 
fhadow  of  the  Conftitution  is  preferved,  a  fce:n- 
ing  adherence  to  its  principles  may  at  fonio 
future  day,  in  an  arbitrary  reign,  appear  to 
warrant  meafures  which  would  once  have  en- 
dangered even  the  life  of  Royalty. 

In  the  infancy  of  the  Conftitution,  when  our 
Senators   were  untainted    by  luxurious  vices; 
when  proftituted    and    penfioned    Parliaments 
were  unheard  of,  and  the   baneful    fyftpm  of 
corruption  intioduced  by  Sir  Robert  Walpolc, 
was  equally  imprafticable  and  unknown,   Par- 
liament was  indeed  the  Palladium  of  Liberty. 
But  formed,  as  it  now  too  generally  is,  of  men 
without  any  attachment  beyond  themfelves ;  of 
men,  who,  with  unblufhing  venality,  infatiable 
avarice,  and  low  ambition,  have  no  obje6l  but 
the  en^oluments  of  oihce,  or  the  attainment  of 
a  degraded  title :   thus  formed,  1  fay,    rather 
the  Krat  of  the   Treafury,   than  the  jlegitiniatc 
Child  of  the  People,  it  is  a  formidable  battery 
turned  againft  that  very  Liberty,  for  the  defence 
of  which  it  was  originally  ere61ed.     But  I  tiufl 
that  it  will  foon  be  recovered  by  the  conflitu- 
tional  efforts  of  the  people,  who  muft  triumph 
over  Borough  Mercenaries,  by  cutting  oflF  the 
fources  of  corruption.     Nothing  lefs  than  the 
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fpiiited,  the  perfevering  exertions  of  the  Peo- 
ple can  atchieve  this  viflory,  and  nothing  lefii 
than  fuch  a  viQory  can  prefeive  the  Libertief 
of  this  coantry. 

I  again  repeat,  that, as  Parliaments  are  now 
conflrucled,  an  afpiring  Monarch  may  accom- 
plilh  all  his  plans  of  ambition,  and  adopt  mea,- 
fures  which  he    would  never  hazard  had  the 
whole  odium  been  to  fall  (ingly  upon  himfelf. 
viuppofe   fome   future    Prince,   concealino-    hi$ 
views  beneath  the    fpecious  femblance  of  mo- 
deration and  piety,  and  to  give  a  colour  to  his 
meallireS;  fhould  declare  an  implicit  confidence 
in  the  councils  of  his  Parliament.     What  re- 
fourcei ;     what    proteftion    have    the    people 
againft  the  defigns  of  a  Prince  who  ,-i61s  upoa 
principles  fo  apparently  conititutional,  if  it  be 
admitted,   that  the  joint  authority   of  the  Le- 
giflature  i^  in  all  cafes  unlimit|ed  ?    They  may 
execrate  the  Parliament;  they  may  remonftrate 
againfl  the  Minifter ;  but,  intrenched  behind 
his   Parliament   and  his   prerogative,    fuch   a 
Prince  might  be  deaf  to  their  complaints,  and 
fmile  at  the  impotence  of  their  Remonftrances, 
till  fome  dreadful  convulfion  puts  a  flop  to  his 
ufurpations.     The  wholefome  leflbn  of  Inftruc- 
lion,   which  the  hifloric  page  afFords,of  Tyrants 
de^ofed,  and  Empires  overturned,  will  be  un- 
attended 
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attended  to  in  the  ambitious  career  of  the  King 
and  the  profligate  corruption  of  his  Parliament. 

Venal  and  voluntary  flaves  themfelves,  the 
Reprefentatives  will  forge  chains  for  their 
Connituents  without  a  fcruple,  and  precipitate 
the  downfall  of  the  State  by  the  mofl;  deftrucftive 
meafures  that  ever  difgraced  civil  policy,  if  the 
people  have  not  virtue  enough  to  oppofe  them  : 
to  prefcribe  the  limits  of  their  authority,  and  at 
once  to  proteil  againfl  and  reform  the  abufes 
of  the  Legiflature.  They  will  otherwife  be- 
come not  only  the  tools  but  the  oflenfible 
advifers  of  opprefTion  ;  and  the  Commons,  once 
the  Euhvnrk  of  Liberty,  will  be  converted 
into  the  flrongeft  fallnefs  of  defpotifm. 

Our  only  conftitutional  mode  of  punifhing 
bad  Mininers  is  by  Parliament,  but  if  the 
majority  of  Parliament  be  venal,  it  confirms 
inftcad  of  preventing  ufurpation.  ABii^Par- 
liamcnt  of  Placemen  and  Penfioners,  like  a 
packed  jury,  will  be  but  too  ready  to  acquit  the 
greatefl  traitor.  To  talk  of  impeachment  with 
an  Koufe  of  Commons  confl;ru6led  like  the 
pvefent,  is  an  infult  Jo  common  fenfe.  A  waiter 
or  a  fl:oe  black,  wmf  by  meanneis,  rapacity  and 
villainy,  amaCs  a  fortune  in  Afia,  may  buy  a 
Seat  in  Parliament  for  a  Borough  he  cever  faw, 
and  »'then  called  a  Heprefentative  of  the  People, 
it  is  well  known  that  the  Nabobs,  particularly 

during 
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during  Lord  N — th's  Adminiftration,  made 
their  peace  by  purchafmg  a  number  of  Seats  in 
Parliament,  and  fupporting  the  Minider.  Thus 
was  the  nation  difgraced  and  ruined  ;  while  a 
band  of  Eaftern  and  domeRic  plunderers 
formed  a  firm^  phalanK  and  baffled  all  the 
generous  ftr^iggles  of  an  injured  and  indignant 
People. 

So  abfolutely  did  Lord  N — th  and  his  affoci- 
ates  conceive  Parliament  to  be  at  their  devotion, 
that  they  repeatedly  undertook  to  anfvver  for 
and  become  its  fponfors ;  nay,  after  they  had 
voluntarily  and  under  a  fecret  compromife  of 
non-impeachments  retired  from  the  impending 
ftorm  of  national  refentment,  and  confented 
to  be  left  in  a  minority,  as  an  excufe  for  their 
refignation  :  When  *  an  unfhaken  Patriot  of 
the  Adminiftration  which  fucceeded  them  made 
a  motion  to  call  Meffis.  R — by  and  E!l--s  to  an 
account  for  an  immenfe  arrear  of  the  public 
money,  they  had  the  impudence  to  avow  their 
having  convened  their  friends  and  pai  tizans,  and 
aflembled  a  faction  to  oppofe  it. 

The  iflue  of  this  motion  proved  the  extent 
of  their  influence  :  for,  though  ail  the  virtuous 
and  independent  county  Members  fupported 
Mr.  Lee,  the  Members  for  rotten  Boroughs,  and 
all  the  ether  minions  of  corruption  fuccefsfuJly 
•  Mr.  Lcc. 

oppofed 
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oppofed  hira.  The  queflion  was  decided  hv 
numbers,  and  not  by  that  weight  which  fhould 
arife  from  fuperior  wifdom,  integrity  and  pro- 
perty. That  part  of  the  Reprcferitative  Body 
which  is  not  elefted  by  the  people  :  that  part 
which  is  a  corruption  of,  and  repugnant  to^  the 
fpirit  of  the  Conftitution,  prevailed  upon  this 
as  upon  every  occafion  againft  the  wifhes  and 
the  intereft  of  the  nation.  Is  it  poffible  then  to 
conceive  a  flronger  proof  of  the  abufes  and  the 
danger  of  rotten  Boroughs  than  their  affording 
an  afylum  to  the  fons  of  peculation  both  at  home 
and  abroad  ?  \es — there  is  a  flronorer  :  for, 
in  many  cafes,  they  not  only  fcreen  delinquents 
from  punifhment,  but  procure  tides  and  re- 
wards for  thp  worft  meti  in  the  Empire. 

In  order  tcf  preferve  the  'Parliament  and  the 
Liberties  of  the  People,  it  is  neceiTary  to  reftrain 
the  proflitution  of  national  honour,  and  to  con- 
fine the  Prerogative  within  realonable  limits. 
The  creation  of  a  number  of  Peers  without 
the  confent  of  Parliament  is  an  ufurpation,  and 
by  no  means  a  Conftitutional  branch  of  the 
Prerogative.  Antecedent  to  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Third,  a  feat  in  the  Upper  Houfe  was 
incidental  to  certain  feodal  tenures,  and  the 
Lords  fate  in  Parliament  in  right  of  their  pof- 
fefTion? ;  hut  at  the  clofe  of  his  reign  he  created 
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Barons  by    writ  in  order  to  exclude  the  Idflfei: 
BaroPiS. 

Among  the  rr.any  creations  of  Peers  between 
tlie  eleventh  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  the  Firft 
of  Henry  the  Seventh,  they  all,  except  a  few 
grants  of  efcheated  feodal  honours,  were  made 
and  paffed  by  authority  of  and  in  full  Parlia- 
ment. That  contemptible  tyrant  Richard  the 
Second,  was  the  firft  who  created  Barons  by 
patent,  but  the  praflice  was  difcontinued  upon 
the  acceflion  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  his  imme- 
diate fucceffor.  Indeed  from  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Third  to  the  reign  of  the  Seventh 
Henry,  there  was  no  creation  by  patent  without 
the  confent  of  Parliament  ;  but  {ince  that  day, 
the  Crown  has  excrcifed  this  ufurped  branch 
of  the  Prerogative,  a  Prerogative  which  the 
immortal  Henry  the  Fifth  nei'er  ventured  to 
exercife,  though  the  reward  of  his  gallant  fol- 
lowers might  have  juftified  fuch  A  meafure.  In- 
deed the  cuRom  of  reading  patents  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  before  the  patentees  are  admitted  to 
a£l  as  Barons,  not  only  implies,  but  evinces  a 
tight  in  the  Lords  to  deny  their  affent ;  and 
though  this  right  has  betaobfolete  from  difufe, 
it  has  never  been  formally  relinquilhed. 

The  King  could  formerly,   by    virtue  of  a 

fimilar  ufurpation  of  Prerogative,  eftablifh  any 

number  of  nev/  Boroughs.    Edward   the  Sixth 
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incorporated  twenty-two;  Queen  Mary  four- 
teen ;  Queen  Elizabeth  thirty-one ;  and  Jame? 
the  Firll  fourteen.  But  the  nation  was  ac  laft 
alarmed  at  the  comrteaance  of  this  practice,  (for 
the  Crown  then  affumed  as  unlimitted  a  power 
to  erecl  Boroughs  as  i-t  now  does  to  create 
Peers  J  and  therefore  put  a;  ft-evp  to  it  for  ever. 

The  abufe  of  Prerogative  by  top  lavifh  a 
creation  of  the  Peerage,  was  ^AaUtlked  as  an 
article  of  impeachment  againfl:  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  Lord  Oxford  and  many  other 
Minifters:  and, if  the  claufe  in  the  Aft  c^ 
Settlement,  which  prefcribes  that  "  every 
"  Minifter  fhall  iign  tvith  his  name  any  advice 
*'  he  gives  his  Sovereign,"  had  been  adhered 
ta,  I  fhould  not  defpair  to  fee  that  iVlinifter 
brought  to  condign  punilliment,  who  contrived 
fo  make  the  Government  of  the  bcfl  of  Princes 
.contemptible;  and  who  infuked  the  Fiereditary 
Council  of  the  nation  by  recommending  a  prof- 
titution  of  the  Peerage. 

If  the  King,  in  order  to  carry  a  favorite 
meafure,  can  create  any  number  of  Peers  he 
pleafes,  he  may  command  his  point,  and  fwal- 
iow  up  that  branch  of  the  Legiflature.  It  is 
a  well  known  faying  of  George  the  Second's, 
that  "  could  his  Friend  gain  him  ever  an  Houfe 
of  Commons,  he  would  threw  his  Troop  df 
Guards  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,    rather  than 
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tnifcarry  in  his  meafures."  As  therefore  we 
have  but  too  many  proofs  that  corruption  can 
■cffeft  the  former,  what  may  we  not  apprehend, 
Ihould  the  Royal  Prerogative ,  with  refpefl  to 
thQ  Peeraffe,  be  unlimitted  ?  Should  the  exer- 
cife  of  that  authority  continue  unqueftioned, 
muft  it  not  endanger,  if  not  fubvert  the  Con- 
flitution  ?  Mu'fl:  not  the  Conftitutional  Power 
of  the  Lo5d<  be  lofi.  in  this  unconftitutional 
power  of  the  Crown  ?  Mull  not  the  undecided 
virtue  of  tfee  Commons  yield  to  the  joint 
affaults  of  pecuniary  and  honorary  temptations  ? 
Muft  not  a  Prince  with  a  Parliament  fo  entirely 
at  his  devotion,  become  more  abfolute  thari 
aoy  Monarch  in  Europe  ?  And  wherein  con- 
Clls  the  difFerence,  whether  the  King  can  iffuc 
his  mandate  like  a  Defpot,  or  through  the  me^ 
dium  of  an  obfequious  Parliament  ?  If  there 
be  a  difference,  it  is  that  the  Tyranny  of  an 
Enghfn  Sovereign,  whole  conduct  is  appa- 
rently fandtified  by  the  empty  forms  of  the 
Conftitution,  is  much  more  fecure  and  formida- 
ble, than  that  of  any  Delpot  in  the  univerfe. 

Prerogative  was  originally  intended  by  the 
Conftitution  as  a  facred  depofit  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Community.  Like  the  power  of  the 
Ditlator,  it  was  never  to  be  exercifed  except 
in  cafes  of  emergency.  But  it  has  been  fo 
ipng  and  fatally  mifappliedj   that  the  term   is 
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juflly  become  obnoxious.  It  has  therefore  bee^ 
difcontinued  in  all  cafes,  whejt  the  encreafe  of 
the  Royal  Influence  has  rendered  the  exercife, 
of  it  unneceflary.  But,  as  the  abufe  of  the 
firft  is  manifell  from  the  Peerage  Lift,  and  the. 
extent  of  the  latter  from  the  Relolutions  of 
Parliament,  what  have  we  not  to  fear  if  uni- 
verfdl  venality  and  moral  depravity,  the  off- 
fpring  of  luxury  m  diffipation,  fhall  become 
their  auxiliaries? 

jLet  us  then  prevent  fuch  evils  while  we 
may  :  let  not  ufage  lend  a  fanttion  to  ufurpa- 
tion.  X-et  us  not  liilcn  to  the  narrow  preju- 
dices of  thofe  cold  and  fuperficial  politicians, 
Tvho  tremble  at  the  Idea  of  reforming  the  Con- 
flitution,  and  who^like  bigots  in  religion,  would 
rather  perfevere  in  glaring  errors,  than  improve 
a  fyrtem,  which  has  been  too  vifibly  impaired 
by  Corruption.  It  is  now  time  to  quellion  the 
Legality  of  a  Power,  which  was  always  alarm- 
ing, but  which  is  now  intolerable.  We  faould 
recoUccl  that  not  only  our  own,  but  the  Li- 
berties of  Poflerity  may  depend  upon  our 
exertions*  Ve  iliould  recolleft  that  not  cnly 
our  Independence  as  Individuals,  but  that  the 
Independence  of  the  Nation,  may  hang  upon 
our  decifive  iirmnefs  at  this  awful  period  ;  and, 
remembering  that  all  future  Kings,  may  not 
poCTcfs  the  virtuous  fclf-denial  of  our  prefent 
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Gracious  Sovereign,  we  fhould  perfevere  in  ouf 
endeavours,  till  we  have  brought  back  the 
Conftitution  to  its  original  purity. 

In  the  year  1719,  George  the  Firft,  thes 
Royal  Anceflor  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  graci- 
ouily  waved  this  pretended  branch  of  the  Pre- 
rogative. By  a  MelTage  to  the  Lords,  he 
defired  them  to  proceed  upon  the  Peerage  Bill, 
which  had  been  introduced  by  the  Duke  of 
Somerfet,  as  he  wifhed  to  eflablilh  the  Peerage 
upon  fuch  a  footing  as  to  render  them  refpe6l- 
able.  This  Bill  wis  unfortunate/y  loll  in  aii 
ambitious  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  I  truft 
that  our  prefent  Sovereign  will  lend  an  in- 
dulgent ear  to  the  wifhes  of  his  People,  and 
afford  an  opportunity  to  his  faithful  Com- 
mons, to  redeem  their  charader  with  their 
ConPiituents,  and  attefl  their  Loyalty  to  hioi 
by  their  ready  acquiefcence. 

Let  then  a  I'eeiage  Bill  be  introduced, 
which  iliall  not  encroach  upon  fuch  an  exer- 
cife  of  the  Prerogative  as  is  \\arranted  by  the 
ancient  Conllitution,  and  is  adequate  to  the 
wifhes  of  a  Patriot  Monarch.  Let  it  limit  the 
number  of  the  Lords,  and  reftrain  the  Kinoj 
from  occafional  Creations  in  order  to  obtain  a 
majority  :  but  let  the  Crown  continue  to  be  the 
Fountain  of  Plonour,  and  flill  retain  the 
power  to  create  a  new  Peerage  upon  the  extinc- 
tion 


(    46    ) 

tion  of  an  old  one.  The  ftream  in  that  cafe 
will  again  flow  pure  and  unpolluted,  and  a 
Title  will  once  more  become  an  objecl  of  am* 
bition.  The  extinftion  of  noble  families  and 
the  different  orders  of  Knighthood,  will  afford 
fufficient  opportunities  to  a  good  King,  to 
gratify  tlie  meritorious  claimants  to  Royal  Fa- 
vour: and, in  cafes  of  extraordinary  defert,  a 
grateful  Parliament  and  an  applauding  Nation, 
may  Addrefs  his  Majefty  to  confer  the  honour 
of  Peerage  upon  fuch  men  as  have  diflinguifhed 
themfelves  in  the  fcrvice  of  their  Country.! 

Power  muff  always  follow  property.  If  the 
Upper  Houfe  can  be  augmented  ad  injinitum, 
by  men  of  the  largeff  fortunes  in  the  Com- 
mons, an  Ariftocracy  may  be  eftabiifhcd  by  the 
enereafing  a^cgffion  of  property,  and  the  In- 
Suence  of  the  Commons  muft  be  loft.  If  any 
number  of  men,  whofe  incomes  are  inadequate 
to  the  fupport  of  their  dignity,  can, upon  any 
occafion  be  ennobled,  they  mud  become  Pen- 
fioners  from  neceffity.  In  both  cafes  the  L.u 
bertics  of  the  People  are  endangered  ;  for  the 
firft  muft  diminifti  their  Conftitutional  Impor- 
tance and  eftablifh  an  Ariftocracy ;  the  laft  muft 
encreafe  the  Influence  of  the  Crown,  fpread  the 
contagion  of  Corruption,  and  load  the  Nation 
with  a  band  of  Noble  Penfioners.  Even  now 
|he   Psers  can  return  near  2C0  of  the  Comt 
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fndris;  what  then  muft  be  the  confequetice/  if 
they  be  ftrengthened  by  the  firft  remaining 
properties  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  but  that  it  flialJ 
be  fwallowed  up  in  and  become  dependant 
upon  the  Lords? 

Many  of  the  Lords  ar6  alreatdy  too  podir 
to  fupport  their  rank,  and  others  are  like- 
ly to  become  fa  by  their  prodigality.  Bat 
even  after  their  incomes  Ihall  be  impaired  by 
mortgage,  their  Borough  and  County  intereft 
will  be  a  permanent  property,  which  they  may 
difpofe  of  to  the  MiniQer  or  his  Candidates*. 
Being  too  luxurious,  and  too  corrupt  to  afpirc 
to  independence,  they  will  fink  into  penfioncrs 
while  there  is  a  guinea  in  the  Treafury  to  cor- 
rupt them ;  but,  when  that  fhall  bg  exhaufted, 
they  will  di£late  to  their  Sovereign,  and  rife 
from  obfequious  flaVes  into  infolent  tyrants. 

'J  hus  the  dignity  and  conftitutional  In- 
fluence of  the  Crown ;  thus  the  Majefty  and 
the  civil  Liberties  of  the  People  will  be  finally 
loft,  while  the  fpirit  having-  evaporated,  only 

the 

*  By  a  proper  attestion  to  the  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence of  Parliament,  George  Nevil,  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
having  wafted  his  fortvtne,  was,  iii  the  reign  of  Edwafd 
the  iVth,  degraded  for  his  poverty:  but  at  this  day  a 
Peer,  however  unable  or  unwilling  to  fupporc  his  dignity, 
cannot  be  degraded,  and  accordingly  defcends  into  ihc 
p^nfioned  drudge  of  any  and  every  Adini»iftratioB-, 
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ihe  ca^itt  morluum  of  the  Conflitutldri  ivili  re- 
remain.  Thus,  while  the  late  ruinous  fyflem 
of  corruption  can  be  purfued,  the  Legiflative 
ivill  merge  in  the  Executive  power ;  but  when 
the  means  of  corruption  Qiall  ceafe,  the  execu- 
tive and  popular  branches  of  the  Legiflature 
inuft  be  fwallowedjn  the  gulph  of  Ariftocracy. 
In  both  cafes  the  People  will  be  worfe  than 
cyphers,  for  they  will  be  enflaved.  Let  U5 
prevent  fuch  evils  while  we  may,  for  antidotes 
are  graatly  preferable  to  precarious  remedies. 
What  but  the  oppreffions  of  an  Ariftocracy, 
to  which  even  the  mofl  unlimited  Monarchy  is 
comparative  freedom,  iirft  reconciled  Denmark 
drid  Sweden  to  the  ufur  pat  ions  of  Defpots  ? 
Fired  with  indignation  at  the  opprelTive  and 
intolerable  infolence  of  the  Nobles,  the  Peo- 
ple voluntarily  furrendered  their  Liberties  into 
the  hands  of  their  Sovereign,  rather  than  fubmit 
to  the  licentious  petit  tyrannies  of  their  fellov>^ 
fubjefts.  Too  great  authority  in  the  hands  of 
Nobiliti^,  has  accelerated  the  Declenfion  of 
many  Empires,  nor  does  hiftory  afford  a  fingle 
inftance  of  its  having  ever  been  exercifed  with 
moderation.  For  (as  Dotlar  Price  in  his  ex- 
cellent Treatife  upon  Civil  Liberty  obferves) 
*^  There  is  a  chance,  that  in  the  quick  Succef- 
jDon  of  Defpots,  a  good  one  will  fonielimes  arife* 

Bat 


(    49    ) 

But  bodies  of  Men  continue  the  fame,  and  have 
generally  proved  the  moil  unrelenting  of  all 
Tyrants." 

I  am  by  no  means  a  man  of  levelling  princi- 
ples. I  refpeft  the  Conftitutional  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  Nobility,  and  wifh  to  reflore 
it  to  its  original  Dignity.  I  wifli  to  exclude 
Perfons  from  a  Participation  of  that  Rank 
who  have  no  pretenfions  to  it,  except  the 
Wages  of  Proflitution.  I  wilh  to  exclude  thofe 
who,  in  a  time  of  general  diflrefs,  and  almoft 
National  Bankruptcy,  voted  for  the  Continuance 
of  a  ruinous  War,  by  which  they  were  amaffing 
Princely  Fortunes.  I  wifh  to  exclude  both  Do- 
meftic  and  Afiatic  Plunderers.  I  wifh  to  ex- 
clude Paymafters,  Navy  Treafurers,  Contrac- 
tors, and  the  whole  Tribe  of  Peculation,  from 
a  Seat  in  the  Hereditary  Council  of  the  Na- 
tion. I  pant  to  refcue  the  Ancient  Nobility 
from  being  difgraced,  and  the  Liberties  of  my 
Country  from  being  endangered  by  any  further 
Proftitution  of  the  National  Honours.  And 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  only  expedient  to  ef- 
fed:  fuch  delirable  purpofes  is  a  Peerage  Bill, 
which  Ihall  prohibit  the  Creation  of  a  new 
Peerage,  except  upon  the  extindion  of  an  old 
one,  or  upon  the  Addrefles  of  Parliament  to 
the  Throne,  recommending  that  Reward  for 
fome  diflinguiflied  Public  Service. 

H  Titles 
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Titles  were  originally  intended  as  Rewards 
to  thofe  who  had  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in 
the  Service  of  their  Country,  and  they  accord- 
ingly excited  a  laudable  Emulation.  But  now 
fuch  Honors  are  feldom  conferred  for  virtuous 
Actions,  or  public  Services  *.  The  Temple 
of  Fame  was  once  the  only  PafTage  to  exalted 
Rank :  there  the  Candidates  for  Honors  applied 
for  their  Credentials;  but  the  Certificate  of 
Mammon  has  of  late  years  been  infinitely  more 
fuccefsful.  No  man  can  refpedt  Commerce 
more  than  I  do.  There  are  not  more  refped:- 
able  men  upon  earth  than  the  Merchants  of 
England;  many  of  whom  are  eminent  for  their 
Liberality,  Generofity,  and  Fatriotifm.  I  re- 
verence Commerce  as  a  principal  Source  of 
National  Importance ;  and  I  rejoice  in  the  Ag- 
grandizement of  many  amiable  Individuals  who 
purfue  it.  But  I  execrate  the  f)  ftem  of  a  Go- 
vernment, which  mufl  ultimately  eflablifh  a 
National  Selfilhnefs,  Venality  and  Avarice,  by 
making  Wealth,  though  unadorned  by  any 
Merit,  a  certain  road  to  Honors. 

Where  Riches  alone  lay  a  Foundation  for 
Honors  and  Refped:,  the  noble  Ardour  of  the 
Soldier  is  deprefTed :  the  Patriot  Enthufi- 
afm  is  extinguifhed ;    all   virtuous  Emulation 

*  There  have  been  a  few  Exceptions  to  this  Aflertion 
fince  the  Refignation  of  LordN— th,in  1782, 

ceafes; 
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ceafes ;  the  road  to  Glory  is  deferted,  and  every 
man  applies  his  talents  to  amafs  that  wealth, 
which,  in  this  age  of  impurity,  can  alone  fecure 
Diftind:ions.  Who  but  a  Quixote  w  ill  now  pur- 
fue  the  phantom  Honor  through  the  fteep  and 
rugged  road  of  danger,  when  honors  can  be 
more  eafily  and  certainly  obtained  by  a  fup- 
ple  devotion  to  the  corrupt  maxims  of  a  Court  ? 
The  gallant  veteran,  who  has  often  fought  and 
bled  for  his  country,  after  having  diflingulflied 
himfelfby  his  zeal,  intrepidity,  and  condudl, 
when  he  returns,  crowned  with  nevery-dylnn* 
laurels,  is  difgraced  by  a  paltry  Knighthood  : 
by  the  very  title  bellowed  as  a  bribe  upon  any 
peddling  dealer,  who  having rifen  to  the  rank  of 
Sheriff,  by  the  fuffrages  of  his  Fellow  Citizens, 
betrays  that  facred  trull:,  and  becomes  the  un- 
principled drudge  of  any  infamous 'AdminiHra- 
tion.  Is  not  an  equal  rank  with  fuch  a  reptile 
rather  an  infult  than  reward ;  and  rtiufl  not  the 
ill-requited  foldier  blufli  with  honeft  indigna- 
tion, when  forced  to  yield  precedence  to  the  very 
refufe  and  difhonor  of  humanity  ?  The  more 
fubftantial  honors  of  a  Peerage  (if  proftituted  as 
they  have  been,  they  may  ftill  be  called  fo)  are 
referved  as  douceurs  for  the  Minions  of  Cor- 
ruption, for  the  Haves  who  have  betrayed,  and 
not  the  heroes  who  have  defended  their  country. 
H  2  J^idge 


Judge  Blackttone  (fpeaking  of  the  Upper 
Houfe)  calls  them  "  An  Ariftocratical  Affernbly 
of  Perfons  feledled  for  their  piety,  their  birth, 
.  their  wifdom,  their  valour,  and  their  property." 
I  Ihall  not  pretend  to  decide,  whether  he  means 
to  enumerate  what  are  or  what  ought  to  be  the 
requifites  for  fo  exalted  a  dignity  ;  but,  in  my 
humble  apprehenfion,  if  fuch  requifites  be  dif- 
penfed  with,  a  King  may  debafe  Nobility,  but 
cannot  exalt  the  low  minions  of  corruption.  The 
man  who  owes  his  rank  to  meannefs  and  vena- 
lity, derives  no  dignity  from  a  ftation  which  he 
difgraces,  but  is  in  truth  more  contemptible 
than  the  lowefl  Plebeian  he  defpifes.  It  is  true, 
he  may  borrow  a  local  confequencc  from  the 
flamp  of  Royalty,  but  he  will  find  that  it  can- 
not give  currency  beyond  a  certain  diftridl ;  for 
any  greater  refpecft  to  high  rank  and  titles  than 
is  due  to  their  virtues  who  obtain  them,  or  than 
is  eflential  to  the  maintenance  of  good  Govern- 
ment, is  prepofterous,  and  as  fuch,  will  never 
be  conceded  to  a  coronet  unadorned  by  Merit ; 
at  leaft,  not  by  men  of  fenfe,  independence,  and 
public  fpirit. 

The  Lords  are  an  hereditary  Council  ad  con* 
fiikndum  et  defendendum  Regem,  Should  men 
therefore,  whofe  principles  are  inimical  to  Li- 
berty, and  whofe  cowardice  renders  them  inca- 
pable of  maintaining  their  own  honour,  be  con- 

Mered 
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fidered  as  fit  guardians  of  the  honor  of  their 
Sovereign  ?  Should  men,  whofe  integrity  is  far 
from  unimpeached,  be  appointed  the  perpetual 
Jurors  of  the  ancient  Nobility,  who,  by  the  law 
of  the  land,  are  to  be  tried  by  their  Peers,  but 
cannot  challenge  any  one  of  them  ?  Are  not  the 
Lords  therefore  deeply  interefled  in  the  crea- 
tion of  new  Peerages  ?  Should  men  who  never 
pretended  to  veracity  be  created  Peers,  lince, 
by  a  prepoflerous  privilege,  the  honor  of  a 
Nobleman  is  confidered  in  many  cafes  tanta- 
mount  to  the  oath  of  a  private  Gentleman  ? 
Thus,  independent  of  that  legillative  authority, 
which  it  is  highly  dangerous  to  entrufl  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  are  devoid  of  principle,  the 
King  may  be  deluded  by  treacherous  and  pufil- 
lanimous  counfellors;  the  life  and  honor  of  the 
Nobles  may  be  endangered  by  a  number  of  ex- 
ceptionable Jurors,  who  are  entirely  at  the  de- 
votion of  a  Minifler,  and  the  property  of  private 
Citizens  may  be  invaded  by  the  parol  evidence 
of  men  who  make  a  mockery  of  honor. 

When  the  firft  honors  become  the  wao-es  of 
corruption — when  abjedt  drudges  are  raifed  to 
the  higheft  dignities,  and  a  degraded  Nobility 
ftript  of  public  eftimation,  fink  into  the  ready 
tools  of  an  arbitrary  Minifter,  the  Conftitution. 
betrays  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  decay.  An 
augmentation  of  the  Peerage  is,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 

if 
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if  poflible,  much  more  formidable  to  the  Peo- 
ple than  that  of  a  landing  army,  as  it  throws 
too  great  an  additional  weight  into  the  fcale  of 
prerogative. 

If  ever  the  uftirpations  of  an  ambitious  Mo- 
narch fliould  roufe  the  People  to  refiftance,  a 
majority  of  the  Lords  would  confederate  with 
the  mofl:  defpotic  Prince,  in  order  to  preferve 
their  already  degraded  dignities.  In  the  laft 
century,  the  Commons,  when  they  determined 
to  extirpate  Monarchy,  voted  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  to  be  ufelefs.  They  are  therefore  the 
mofl  dangerous,  becaufe  the  moft  felf- intereiled 
houfehold  troops.  I  trufl  that  we  fhall  never 
be  reduced  to  fo  deplorable  an  extremity,  as  to 
arm  againft  our  Sovereign;  but  if  we  were,  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  our  llruggles  for  emancipa- 
tion from  any  ufurped  authority,  would  meet 
with  every  poflible  oppofition  from  the  bulk  of 
the  Nobility,  many  of  whom  are  too  diffident  to 
hope,  that^if  once  levelled  to  an  equal  rank  with 
the  People,  they  fliould  again  emerge  from  ob- 
fcurity  by  their  native  energy  of  foul,  though 
buoyed  up  by  all  the  advantages  of  fortune. 

But,  of  all  creations,  none  are  fo  inimical  to 
Liberty  as  thofe  of  venal  Lawyer^ :  for,  while 
the  Law  Lords  profefs  a  difpofition  to  preferve 
a  counterpoife  in  the  Conftitution,  the  evident 
tendency  of  their  Parliamentary  condud:  and  ju- 
dicial 
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dicial  proceedings,  is  todeltroyit;  and,  while 
they  afFea  a  zeal  to  preferve  the  privileges  of 
the  three  eltates  inviolate,  they  perpetually  fa- 
vour the  encroachments  of  prerogative,  betray 
a  bias  to  arbitrary  fway,  and  crufh  the  People 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  from  whom  they  have  but 
recently  emerged.  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
make  my  affertion  a  general  one,  fince  the 
names  of  Camden  and  Afhburton  lend  a  luftre 
to  the  Peerage,  and  to  human  nature. 

I  would  not  be  underftood  to  reflect  upon  all 
modern  creations.  Some  among  them  had 
^mple  and  undeniable  pretenfions  to  a  Coronet, 
when  a  Coronet  was  indeed  an  honor;  and  I  anx 
only  amazed  at  their  acceptance  of  it.  I  can- 
not but  think  the  confidence  of  the  People  and 
the  reprefentation  of  a  County  ill  exchanged  for 
fuch  a  bauble.  No  man^refpedis  that  perfon 
who  rifes  to  honors,  by  the  force  of  his  virtues 
and  abilities,  more  than  I  do.  Such  a  charader 
is  felf-ennobled,  and  he  who  founds  his  honors 
on  the  bafis  of  acknowledged  worth,  though 
the  firft  gentleman  of  his  family,  cannot,  in  juf- 
tice,  be  called  an  upftart.  That  epithet  fhould 
be  confined  to  men  whofe  rife  is  a  matter  of 
public  indignation  and  allonifliment. 

In  the  year  1 7 1 1,  antecedent  to  the  infamous 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  Tories  created  twelve 
Peers  at  once,  in  order  to  overturn  the  Whig 

intereft ; 
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intereft;  but  the  years  1776  and  1780  outdid 
all  precedent,  and  left  this  abufe  of  the  prero- 
gative without  an  example  in  our  annals.  They 
were  memorable  seras  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  En- 
glifli  and  Irifh  Peerage,  by  a  fcandalous  profti- 
tution  of  which  a  Tory  Adminiftration  received 
the  fandtion  of  Parliament  to  perfevere  in  the 
profecution  of  a  War  which  brought  this  Country 
to  the  brink  of  ruin.*  If  enthufiafm  for  the 
National  Glory ;  if  Elevation  of  Sentiment,  Pa- 
triotic zeal  or  Military  Services,  were  the  Cha- 

radteriftics 

*  Englilh  Creations  in  the  Year  1776. 
Earls,        -        .        -        -  -         3 

Vifcounts,  -----  a 
Barons,  .  -  -  -  -  jo 
Peerefs,         -----        i 

Total,    i6 


Irifli  Creations  in  the  Year  1776. 

Earls,         -         -        .         -         - 

5 

Vifcounts,        -        -        - 

7 

Barons,        -        -        -        -        - 

28 

Total,   30 

Which  makei  46  new  Creations  in  1776 
And  in  the  Year  1780. 
Barons,         -  -         -  -         7 

Peerefs,        .        -        -        -        -         i 

Total  EngliO),      8 

Iriih 
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fadberiflics  or  recommendations  of  the  Multi- 
tudes who  were  then  ennobled,  I  fhould  rejoice 
in  their  Exaltatloni.  It  U  true  that  a  few 
ftames  among  them  would,  even  in  a  purer  Age, 
do  honour  to  a  Peerage  Lift ;  but  I  much  fear 
that  by  far  the  greatefl  number  of  them,  if 
eminent  for  any  thing,  w^cre  only  diftinguiflicd 
by  a  Superior  Apathy  for  the  Glory  of  their 
Country ;  by  low  intrigues  and  unbiuiliing 
proflitution. 

A  Reform  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland  is  not 
only  elTential  to  the  Liberties  of  that  Country, 
but  to  the  Liberties  of  England,  and  I  truft,  for 
the  fake  of  both  Countrirs,  now  United  in 
Litereft,  that  it  may  be  immediately  adopted. 
It  has  been  too  long  a  praftice  to  bribe  En- 
glifn  Commoners  with  Irifli  Peerages,  who  were 
thought  too  bafe  to  fit  in  the  hereditary  Counci] 
of  this  Country.  Thus  were  our  keprefenta- 
tives  corrupted,  and  the  Peerage  of  the  Sifter 
Kinp-dom  degraded.     I  therefore  liopc  that  the 

Iiifli  Creations,  1780. 
Earls,         -         -         -  -  -  2 

Vifcounts,         -         -  .  -  y 

13arons,         ...--- 

Total,    16 

Which  make    24   EiigliJli,   and  46  Irilh  new    (.Creations, 
(ill  all  70)   in  the  tv.o  years  or'  177^  and  1780. 

I  Irifli 
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nre.- 

Irifh  LegiHature  will  now^farm  their  Conftituj 
tion  by  a  Peerage  Bill,  and  put  a  flop  to  wbk 
Abufes. 

According  to  the  Anecdote  related  of  George 
the  Firft,  he  refufed  a  red  Ribband  to  a  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  to  whom  his  Minifter  had 
promifed  one  **  becaiife  he  had  been  a  footman  ;•" 
but  offered  him  an  Irilh  Peerage.  I  fhall  not 
pretend  to' Authenticate  this  Anecdote,  but  I  will 
be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the  Monarch  was  difgra- 
ced,  the  Ancient  Nobility  of  that  Country  in- 
fulted,  and  the  People  injured  by  the  Advice 
of  that  Minifter,  who  fet  up  the  Irifh  Peerage 
to  Public  Sale,  and  fold  Titles  for  two  Seats  in 
Parliament,  to  Men, upon  whom  even  King 
James  would  be  afhamed  to  confer  the  Title  of 
a  Baronet.  Nay,  the  Second  Charles  would 
blulh  at  fuch  apparent  predileelion,  fuch 
feeming  Encouragement  of  private  Vice  and 
public  proftitution,  as  our  Gracious  Sovereign 
was  then  betrayed  into,-  by  the  advice  of  Trai- 
tors. 

We  are  ilill  poffcfled  of  ample  refources  to 
rcftore  the  Empire,  if  wc  have  but  Virtue  enouoh 
to  employ  them.  By  a  rigid  oeconomy  in  the 
National  Expenditure  ;  by  an  utter  annihilation 
of  the  prefent  ruinous  fyftem  of  Corruption  ; 
by  a  Redudion  of  Taxes;  by  eq.uallzing  our 
Eftablifhmcnts  to  our  Revenues ;  by  luniptuary 

Laws 
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■  L^vs  to  difcountenance  Luxury  ;  by  difcourag- 
ing  Vice  and  encouraging  Population  ;  by  the 
Repeal  of   all  unequal  and    oppreflive  Laws, 
which  muft  difguft    the    independent    private 
Citizen,  and  induce  him  to  emigrate  ;  by  arm- 
ing the  People,    and    difarming  an  enormous 
Peace  Eflablifliment  of  Mercenaries ;  by  fecur- 
ing  the  Civil  Liberties  of  the  humbled  indivi- 
dual, and,  by  the  mildnefs  of  its  Government, 
attaching  him  to  his  Country ;    by  a  peculiar 
attention  to  our  Filheries  and  Tillage,  the   beft 
Nurferies^  our  Fleets  and  Armies ;  by  an  un- 
remitting endeavour  to  recover  the  Empire  of 
the  Sea;  by  employing  our  difbanded  Soldiers, 
and  holding  out  fuch  fuperior  Encouragement 
to  our  Sailors  and  Shipwrights,  as  ihall  prevent 
them   from  entering   into  Foreign   Service;  by 
adopting  fuch  Regulations  as  fliall  render  the 
Neceffariesof  Life  both  cheap  and  plentiful;  and, 
above  all  things,  by  attending  to  that  firft  Source 
of  National  Strength  and  Riches,  a  rapid  Propa- 
gation of  the  Human  Species,  the  Sun  of  Eng- 
land may  rife  once  more  with  encreafing  Glory. 
In  France,  and  other  Popifn  Countries,  Su- 
perflition  is  no   more ;  and  the  vail;  Eftates  of 
the  Church  are   confidered  as  branches  of  Fi- 
nance.    Li  what  does  the  fuperior  Merit  of  our 
Churchm-en  confifl,  that  their  immenfe  eftates 
£rc  confidered  as  facred  ;    and  that ,  while   the 
I  2  nccef- 
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necefTaries  of  life  are  taxed  fo  high  as  to  be- 
almoft  unattainable  to  the  induftrious  Cottager, 
their  revenues  are  inviolate  ?  Let  us  not.  then- 
be  left  behind  by  all  our  neighbours,  in  every 
meafure  of  found  policy,  while  we  outftrip 
them  in  all  the  falfe  refinements  of  Luxury, 
Let  us  invelligate  the  value  of  Church  Lands, 
and  lett  them  upon  improveable  Leafes.  Let 
us  recruit  our  pcafantry  ♦  JtilLnge  has  too  long 
been  fhamefully  ncgleftcd  ;  and, by  a  fcanda- 
lous  remiffncfs  in  our  Legiflature*^  while  there 
are  millions  or  uncultivated  acres,  we  niouid 
often  be  expofcd  to  the  horrid  calamity  of  Fa- 
mine, if  we  could  not  receive  fupplies  of  Corn 
from  foreign  markets,  Thus  is  the  Nation 
drained  of  money,  for  a  commodity  which 
may  be  raifed  at  home  in  great  abundance, 
and  the  cultivation  of  which  would  aftonilh- 
ingly  contribute  to  Population. 

If  the  Commons  of  England  were  £nclofed, 
and  lett  to  Loyal  Refugees,  the  whole  king- 
dom would  exhibit  a  fcene  of  cultivation  and 
improvement :  and  furcly  it  would  be  wifer 
policy  to  plant  and  provide  for  them  in  this 
depopulated  country,  than  to  efiablifh  them 
in  foreign  Colonies,  which  experience  has 
evinced  are  but  precarious  tenures.  Let  the 
Commons  then  beiiiclofed,  not  for  the  advan- 
tage of  individuals,  but  of  the  Public.     The 

fcandalous 
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fcandalous  walle  of  lands  in  this  countrv  is  a 
difgrace  to  its  Police.  The  furrounding  Poor 
will  not  be  injured  by  this  meafure ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  will  be  productive  of  a  plenty  to 
which  they  now  are  ftrangers  :  for,theproduce 
of  one  improved  acre  is  equal  to'twemy  acres 
covered  with  heath  and  briers.  In  this  cafe 
indullry  Vvill  fucceed  to  lazinefs,  abundance  to 
fcanty  penury  ;  and  the  fundarifing  from  their 
rents,  when  improved,  may  be  appropriated 
to  the  Poor  Rates,  and  leflen  the  prefent  bur- 
thens of  the  People.  Indeed  it  is  inconceiva- 
ble, to  a  man  unufed  to  calculation,  how  laro-e 
a  revenue  might  be  raifed  by  the  confifcation 
of  Church  Lands,  and  the  Inclofurei  of  Com-  " 
mons  :  nor  am  I  out  of  bounds  when  I  alTert, 
that, after  paying  a  competent  flipend  to  the 
Clergy,  and  without  one  additional  Officer  to 
coilect  it,  they  would  produce  Two  iVIillions 
annually,  befides  encouraging  Induftry,  pro- 
moting Population,  and  improving  the  Morals 
of  the  People. 

An  immediate  attention  to  objeds  of  fuch 
moment,  together  with  an  affiduous  cultivation 
ot  our  alliance  with  America  ;  which,  from 
a  reciprocity  of  intereft,  ties  of  blood,  the 
fame  language,  the  fame  religion,  and  nearly 
the  fame  laws,  may  be  founded  upon  a  broader 
and  more  folid  bafis  of  amity  than  ever  before 

fubfiiled 
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fubfifted  between  two  Countries,  may  again 
raife  Britain  to  that  pre-eminent  rank,  Ihe  has 
always  held  among  the  Nations,  and  make  her 
at  once  the  Pride  and  Terror  of  Europe, 
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ng   the 

prefent 

'  Reign, 

ENGLISH. 

STILL 

EXISTING. 

Dukes 

- 

2 

Ditto 

2 

Earls 

- 

12 

Ditto 

10 

Vifcounts 

- 

15 

Ditto 

9 

Barons 

- 

40 

Ditto 

34 

Pe^refTes 

6 

75 

Ditto 

5 

60 

IRISH. 

STILL 

EXISTING. 

Duke 

- 

I 

Ditto 

I 

Marqtiis 

- 

I 

Ditto 

0 

Earls 

- 

31 

Ditto 

25 

Vifcounts 

- 

3^ 

Ditto 

16 

Barons 

- 

48 

Ditto 

30 

Peerefles 

- 

3 

Ditto 

2 

15 


74 


From  which  it  appears,  that  there  have  been 
one  hundred  and  ninety  new  Creations  fincc 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  Reign,  fifty- 
fix  of  which  are  either  become  extina,  or  have 
tmerged  in  fuperior  titles.  The  wm  Englilh 
Creations  of  Geo.  III.  exceed  the  whole  Peer- 
age 
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age  of  England,  upon  the  aoteflion  of  James 
I.  by  the  number  of  fixteen  ;  as  James  found 
the  Peerage  but  fifty-nhie.  Sixty  new  Crea- 
tions Itill  appear  upon  the  Red-book,  fince  the 
year  1761  ;  and  if  we  add  the  Sixteen  Scotch 
Peers  and  Twenty-feven  Biihops  to  this  Lift, 
who  in  truth  may  be  confidered  as  Creations  of 
the  prefent  Reign,  the  produdt  will  amount  to 
one  hundred  and  three  in  the  Enalilh  Houfe  of 
Lords ;  a  formidable  number,  independent  of 
thofe  whofe  ambition  has  been  gratified  by  the 
four  Orders  of  Knighthood,  the  Creation  of 
almoft  two  hundred  Enelifh  and  Irifh  Baronets, 
and  Knight  Batchelors  innumerable. 
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